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Paris, April 19, 1854. 
Dear Docror:— 

The Hospitals in Paris are the objects which first 
engage the attention of the medical stranger. I arrived in the 
city on Saturday evening, and on Monday morning I found my 
way to Hotel Dieu. This, the most ancient, and one of the largest 
hospitals in Paris, first claims attention, and I propose in this 
letter to give you some account of it, premising that my observa- 
tions have, as yet, been in a great measure confined to the medi- 
cal wards, at present under the charge of Prof. Trousszav. 

Hotel Dieu was founded in the seventh century. The chief en- 
trance is in the ¢le de la cité, opposite the cathedral of Wotre-dame. 
The ancient buildings, several in number, and extensive, are on 
this island. These are soon to be removed, and a new construc- 
tion to take their place. A large building, of modern date, is on 
the opposite side of the southern branch of the river Seine, con- 
nected with the ancient portion by a covered bridge, and a tunnel 
beneath the quay intervening between the river and the building. 
The latter, situated in the Enclos Saint Julien embraces commo- 
dious and airy wards with one hundred and four beds. The total 
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number of beds which the hospital contains is eight hundred and 
ten. Surgical and medical cases are received at this hospital with 
the exception of children, incurables, insane persons and those 
affected with cutaneous or syphilitic diseases. For each of the 
classes of cases just enumerated there are special hospitals. Lying- 
in patients are only received in cases of emergency. This, together 
with all the hospitals of Paris, and everything pertaining to public 
assistance, is under the direction of a body, termed the adminis- 
tration générale de Vassistance publique a Paris, consisting of 
the Minister of the Interior, a Director, and a Conseil de surveil- 
lance, consisting of twenty members, over which preside the pre- 
fects of the Seine and of the police. The yearly average number 
of patients at Hétel Dieu is twelve thousand, and the mortality 
one in eight. 

‘The medical staff consists of Drs. Lours,* Heurrerourr, Requin, 
Prepaenet, Rostan, Gurrarp, Boucuet, Grisotie, and TroussEav, 
—Physicians; P. Borer, Jopert,—Surgeous. A vacancy in the 
Surgical department now exists, in consequence of the death of 
the eminent Rovx.t The duties are distributed among the differ- 
ent medical and surgical officers, so that an undue number of cases 
are not imposed upon any one. Thus, at the present time, only 
two wards, one for female, and the other male patients, are as- 
signed to M. Trovssxav, the two containing about a hundred beds, 
and averaging from seventy to eighty inmates. The patients in 
the hospital are nursed by thirty-three religtewses and twelve 
novices of the order of St. Augustin. To each ward, also, are as- 
signed several internes and externes, sub-medical officers, and 
a pharmacien or apothecary. The irternes and externes are ap- 
pointed by concours, and receive a small salary. The medical 
officers on duty at this, as at other hospitals, are authorized to ad- 
mit urgent cases; but the distribution of patients among the diff- 
erent hospitals in Paris is managed at the Bureau central @ad- 
mission, situated near Hotel Dieu. For this duty there is a 
Board of twelve Physicians and six Surgeons who are on service 
in rotation. 

As stated in my previous letter, M. Trovsszav commenced his 





* Louis has lately resigned, and I know not who is his successor. 
+ The vacancy has been filled by the appointment of M. Riczs. 
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clinical course a few days after I arrived at Paris. From his 
writings and his reputation as an oral teacher, I was desirous of 
secing his hospital practice, and hearing him lecture, and, as I 
have already said, my visits at Hétel Dieu have been for the most 
part confined to his wards and to the amphitheatre at his lecture 
hour. M. Trovsseau was not long since appointed at Hétel Dieu 
in the place of Cuomet, who was compelled to retire in consequence 
of declining to take the oath of allegiance to the present ruling 
dynasty of France. I am informed that the acceptance by Trovs- 
seau of the position under these circumstances has rendered him 
in some degree unpopalar with the medical profession at Paris. 
As a clinical teacher in medicine, however, no one, at the present 
time, is so much esteemed by medical students, judged by the 
numbers who follow him through the wards, and assemble at his 
lectures. 

In making his morning tour, through the two wards, commen- 
cing at a quarter before 8 o’clock, A. M., M. Trousseau occupies 
an hour and a quarter. This allows him to remain but a few 
moments at the bed side of most of the patients; and the exami- 
nation in no instance is much prolonged. No notes are referred 
to, save that he holds in his hand a sheet containing the prescrip- 
tions of medicine, diet, etc., heretofore made, and this is the only 
record of the history of the case which appears to be made. If 
daily records of the symptoms are noted, it must be done privately 
by the internes, and are not produced. The age, occupation and 
time of admission of each patient is affixed to the bed. A space 
is reserved for the title of the disease, but I have not observed this 
space filled out anywhere except at the Hospital St. Louis. 

All the clinical Professors appear in the wards in hospital cos- 
tume. This consists of an old overcoat, a white apron, and a close 
cap of cloth or velvet. M. Trovsszavu’s ward coat, coarse and 
much the worse for wear, resembles what with us is called a pea- 
jacket. The red rosette of the legion of honor, however, graces 
the collar. He appears in the amphitheatre and gives his lectures 
in the dress worn in the wards. The lectures, both clinical and 
didactic are always given sitting, and generally the lecturer has 
before him few or no notes. 

At the opening of the clinical course by M. Troussgav, about 
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a hundred physicians and students assembled in the wards while 
the examination of patients was going on. Very little was said 
at the bed side. The prescription for the day, the diet, &c., con- 
stituted the bed side instruction. 

The amphitheatre on the first day was crowded. I should judge 
there were about two hundred persons present, the major part ap- 
pearing to be medical students. At the subsequent lectures the 
attendance has been less, varying fron one hundred to one hundred 
and fifty persons. The utmost order, both here and elsewhere, 
in the lecture room is preserved. The students generally evince 
close attention, and many take notes. As regards a general aspect 
of inte!ligence and cultivation, however, the French students do 
not appear to me to be superior to medical classes in the United 
States. Ihave not noticed any impropriety of deportment any- 
where, save that persons are in the habit of dropping in, and going 
out irregularly while the lectures are going on. 

The lecturers here are not, so far as I have observed, often greet- 
ed at their entrance with much applause, and at the conclusion of 
the lecture demonstrations of approbation are slight, or altogether 
wanting. None are made during the progress of the lecture. In 
these particulars a marked difference exists between the customs 
here and with us. I am led to notice this the more because from 
the enthusiasm and vivacity for which the French people are dis- 
tinguished, one would not naturally expect so much quiet in the 
lecture room. 

M. Trovsseau appears to be about fifty years of age. He is 
tall, rather spare in figure, his black hair interspersed with a tew 
that have become grey, is arranged so as to conceal, without close 
inspection some deficiency on the crown. His physiognomy de- 
notes quickness and sharpness of intellect rather than a meditative, 
profound mind. The expression of his countenance is pleasing. 
His voice is agreeable and his intercourse with the patients and 
nurses is pleasant and kind. He is also affable in his relations to 
the internes and the students, at the same time always preserving 
a dignified demeanor. 

As a lecturer he is admirable. His enunciation is remarkably 
distinct, so that he may be followed in his discourse by one imper- 
fectly acquainted with the French tongue. He speaks with suffi- 
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cient deliberation, but with the utmost fluency, making not the 
least attempt either at rhetorical or oratorical display, entering 
into his subject with interest, and often manifesting considerable 
animation. In confining himself to a strictly didactic colloqnial 
style, he follows the uniform custom with the public lecturers here, 
so far as I have yet observed. On this point, however, it is to be 
remarked that, if I may presume to say it, the French language is 
much less adapted to oratory and rhetorical power than our own, 
It does not admit of the rounded, ponderous sentences, and the 
ore rotund which give to English composition and declamation a 
certain dignity and force added to the ideas which are couveyed. 
I may do the French tongue injustice, but it seems to me that if a 
French speaker is eloquent, it is rather in spite of his language, 
than from any aid which he derives therefrom. The language is 
suited, perhaps, better than the English, to nicety and sharpness 
in defining ideas, but if he wishes to be impressive he is obliged 
to call to his assistance gestures and even grimaces. The fact 
that so much action is habitually suited to the word in French 
conversation, as well as in public discourses, proves the correct- 
ness of the remark that {have made. Action is a necessary ad- 
junct to the language, springing from its deficiency in intrinsic 
power. With us it is only a useful ally, often not essential, and 
very rarely admissible to the extent practiced in France. Wenster 
and Cxay, for example, needed no gesticulations to enchain the 
attention of their auditories, and overwhelm them with their elo- 
quence, On the contrary, the effect of their simple but powerful 
diction would thereby have been impaired. Most of the lecturers 
that I have heard here, enunciate with a kind of musical intona- 
tion. During the pronunciation of a long sentence the voice is 
several times raised almost, or even quite to a falsetto, and finally 
drops to a low note at the conclusion of the sentence. But I am 
digressing in a way that I fear will be tedious. 

You may be interested in some account of the substance of the 
lectures by M. Trousszav. The subbject of peritonitis has occn- 
pied a portion of his remarks, several cases having been under 
observation lately, in his wards. A patient was admitted with 
evidences of a slight degree of inflammation, but a considerable 
quantity of liquid effusion within the peritoneal cavity, which had 











410 Fumt’s Letter [ June, 


taken place very rapidly. In the other cases the symptoms deno- 
ted more intense inflammation and the liquid effusion was small, 
the abdominal enlargement being due chiefly to meteorism. This 
point of difference led him to comment on the fact that quantity 
of effusion is no criterion of intensity of inflammation, but is de- 
termined by the specta/ character of the inflammatory action. 

In perionitis with effusion, he stated the risk from the operation 
of paracentesis to be much greater than in the case of other serous 
structures. In pleurisy, for example, the chest may be opened 
with greater impunity. In peritonitis it is very apt to be followed 
by exasperation of the disease and a fatal result. 

For the treatment of peritonitis, he advocates calomel in frac- 
tional doses, viz., one grain taken in the course of the twenty-four 
hours, in ten or twelve doses, which will affect the gums in three 
or four days. 

Opium and belladonna to relieve abdominal pains he deems 
highly important. On this point he dwelt at considerable length 
taking the view that the value of narcotics in painful inflamma- 
tory affections is not limited to their palliative effects. Pain, in 
itself, determines a fluxion to the painful part disposing to, and ex- 
asperating the state of inflammation. Thus in a person subject to 
gout, an attack may be determined by the pain incident to wear- 
ing a tight boot. Neuralgia seated in the supra-orbital nerve oc- 
casions an injection of the conjunctiva proportionate to the amount 
of pain. Let this pain be relieved by a local application of bella- 
donna and opium, and the vascular injection ceases. The efficacy 
of opium in the treatment of peritonitis is no novelty on our side 
of the Atlantic. Indeed it is, I suspect, much better understood, 
with a portion of the American medical profession at least, than 
in Paris. I was surprised that M. Trovssgau did not mention as 
one of the important means by which its efficacy is exerted, arrest 
of the peristaltic intestinal movements. 

He attached importance to local emollient and narcotic applica- 
tions. 

In a case of mild erysipelas seated on the face, he directed noth- 
ing but simple diet, and lemonade. This case furnishes a text for 
remarks on the tendency of certain inflammations to run a defi- 
nite course, “sans nous, malgré nous.” Mild erysipelas of the 
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face, excepting it be accompanied by accidental complications, or 
developed by epidemic influences, is rarely a grave affection, and 
does not claim active interference. So, frequently, phlegmonous 
inflammations will often run on to suppuration in spite of any 
measures, and if the latter have been energetic, the patient is only 
enfeebled by them, without having received any benefit. Tonsil- 
litis was cited as an illustratior. Frequently this affection is 
treated by bleeding, general and local, purging, vomiting, ete., 
with a view of arresting its progress. The object almost uniformly 
fails, and then, instead of recovering rapidly from the disease, the 
patient requires additional time to recruit from the effects of the 
treatment. 

In another lecture he called attention to the case of an infant 
who presented, on auscultation of the chest, a well marked tubular 
respiration. He arrived at the diagnosis of tuberculous disease in 
view of the fact that in children under a year old true pneumonitis 
is extremely rare, in cases presenting the symptoms of pulmonary 
inflammation the affection being capillary bronchitis. Rapid 
phthisis in young children be stated to be as frequent as it is rare 
in adults. 

In a case of paraplegia suddenly developed in association with 
the phenomena of the first stage of variola, he attributed the para- 
lysis to the tonic effect of the variolous poison. On an antopsical 
examination of a case of the same description, the brain and spinal 
marrow were found perfectly healthy. The sudden accession of 
the paraplegia is evidence that it does not depend on softening, or 
other organic lesions of the spinal cord. The variolous poison in 
such a case exerts a special action on the nerves which is analogous 
to the operation of strychnia, veratria, and other similar agents.* 

I have given these few points, from memory, merely to serve, 
in some degree as specimens of the matter of the clinical lectures 
by Trovsseav. I am not prepared nor could I spare sufficient 
time to undertake any thing like a full report of his lectures. 
Even if 1 had time, and sufficient familiarity with oral French to 
do this, a sufficient object is not to be found in the information 





*The Gazette des Hopitauz, April 22, contains a brief report of several cases of 
paraplegia, incident to the development of small-pox. I send you a translation of 
the article. 
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which the lectures contain; for one conversant with current medi- 
eal literature would not expect to derive from his oral instruction, 
thus reproduced, very much that is important and at the same 
time new; and although an able and highly interesting lecturer, 
I am by no means willing to admit that he is superior to several 
clinical teachers in our country. 

The subject of small-pox, referred to just now, leads me to men- 
tion a fact which in my visits at different hospitals in Paris has 
struck me with surprise. At Hétel Dieu, La Charité, St. Antoine, 
and Beaujon, | have noticed patients in the different stages of this 
disease intermingled with the other patients. No attempt at iso- 
lation is made. The effect of this is, that in the female ward 
under the charge of Trovussgav one of the patients just recovering 
from peritonitis is now attacked with varioloid. A patient with 
varioloid just being developed was received into a portion of the 
female ward devoted to children and their mothers. She remained 
there, no precautions being taken against infection, except to direct 
some young children who had never had vaccinia to be vaccinated. 
As a consequence, one of the children now has small-pox. It is 
truly remarkable that while such extensive, liberal hospital pro- 
visions exist, and so many institutions are devoted to special ob- 
jects, a hespital exclusively for small-pox, and other contagious 
diseases, is not to be found in Paris. 

Having, as you know, several years ago withdrawn permanently 
from the practice of surgery, my interest in that department is of 
course comparatively small, still I shall take pains to see the most 
distinguished of the Parisan surgeons. At H6tel Diew M. Jonert 
(de Lambelle) is attached to the Surgical staff. I had often heard 
of him, and of his peculiar practice in uterine affections, and I was 
therefore desirous of witnessing his examination of patients and 
operations. I have devoted two mornings to this object. M. 
Jopert is about fifty years of age; has dark hair and eyes, and 
his physiognomy is distingué He is pompous in his carriage 
and mode of speaking, and brusque in his intercourse with his 
patients. One is led to notice these traits the more because they 
are in contrast with the manners of the other Surgeons here whom 
[have seen. In his ward visits on the two days when I was 
present, he examined the cases rapidly, and prescribed off hand, 
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with a certain air of positiveness which might lead one to imagine 
that he had in view a moral effect upon the spectators as well as 
patients, 

One of the days which I selected for visiting his wards was what 
is well known here as his burning day. Two days in the week, 
(Monday and Friday) are distinguished by this appellation. On 
these days he burns the os uteri in more or less of his cases. We 
have heard, on our side of the Atlantic, cauterization with the 
nitrate of silver stigmatized as ‘“‘ womb-burning,” but in the prac- 
tice of M. Jozerr this expression has a literal signification. He 
introduces into the vagina, through the speculum, an iron heated 
red hot, and brings it into contact with the mouth of the uterus. 
On the two days of the week just mentioned, after making his 
visit in the wards he received patients requiring examination with 
the speculum in a small room devoted to that purpose. In addi- 
tion to the internes and externes about a dozen students and phy- 
sicians were present on the Friday which I selected for the day of 
my visit. With this number the room was quite crowded. The 
females were arranged in a row in the hall, admitted one by one, 
placed on a table, the limbs separated and held by an interne on 
each side, the organs exposed to the light from a window opposite, 
and but a few feet distant from the patient. About twenty 
patients were examined. M. Josgrr employed different specula, 
the cylindrical, the bivalve, and in some instances several blades 
or spatulse, introduced separately. He applied the hot iron on 
this occasion in two cases. In one case the mouth and neck of the 
uterus, before the application, was swelled, reddened, and pre- 
sented superficial ulcerations. He allowed the iron to remain in 
contact, I should judge, nearly half a minute. It gave rise toa 
hissing sound, considerable smoke, and the characteristic smell of 
burning animal matter. It recalled from the dimmed memory of 
the classical studies of youth the story of the Cyclops; yet the 
application did not appear to occasion suffering. The patient did 
not shrink, nor utter any expressions of pain. In the other 
instance there was extensive destruction of the uterus from ulcera- 
tion. In this case the application was apparently unattended by 
pain. The woman complained when the speculum was introduced 
but not while the uterus was burning. 
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Of the effects of this method of treatment, in these cases, I can- 
not speak from observation, as | have not been present at any of 
the subsequent burning days. Iam not aware that the practice 
has been adopted by any other of the Parisian surgeons, a fact 
certainly not in its favor, but not sufficient perhaps to disprove its 
propriety. 

In one of the patients examined by M. Jozerr there was com- 
plete extrusion of the uterus, forming a tumor between the thighs 
of the size of a coffee cup. The bladder was dragged down and 
connected with the upper part of the tumor, and there existed also 
considerable prolapsus of the rectum. M. Joperr introduced a 
sound into the uterus, and also a catheter into the bladder to show 
its situation. In the latter operation the instrument required to 
be passed in a direction downward and outward. The patient was 
dismissed without any treatment. 

In my last letter I stated that Epidemic Cholera had ceased to 
exist at Paris. This was based on a statement to that effect in 
the Gazette des Hopitauw. The statement proved to be erroneous. 
Cases have been admitted into the several hospitals up to the pre- 
sent time. At La Charité some cases have been developed within 
the wards. The number of cases that have occurred is however 
small, and is diminishing. No alarm is felt in the city, nor does 
there appear to be that general tendency to diarrhcea which ac- 
companies this disease when it prevails to much extent. So far 
as I can judge from the hospitals, the city is healthy. 

You will recollect that the subject of artificial syphilization, as 
a mode of protecting the system against the syphilitic virus, was 
agitated here a few months since. The subject is now only refer- 
red to as one of the curious by-gone medical novelties that have 
produced a transient excitement. The practice was condemned 
by the Academy of Medicine, and interdicted by the Prefect of the 
Seine. Iam informed that its author, M. Auzias Turenne, has 
admitted the error of the doctrine, which, if true, is some thing in 
palliation of having prematurely advocated it. A medical friend 
stated to me that much injury was done by his experiments at the 
hospital Lourcrme, and that a young Prosector of Anatomy who 
had submitted to experimental inoculations for syphilis, is now 
laboring under constitutional effects of the disease thus induced, 
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which resist medical treatment, and will be likely to ruin his 
health permanently. 

An instance of sudden death from the effects of Chloroform has 
lately occurred at the hospital St. Antoine. The following is a 
statement of the facts given by the operating Surgeon M. Ricuarp, 
to the Societé de Chirurgie on the day that the event took place: 

‘The patient entered the ward of M. Ricnarp to have removed a 
polypus of the uterus. The polypus was fibrous, of the size ofa 
small apple, with a peduncle of the size of the little finger, wl 
ciently long, attached to the middle of the anterior face of the 
uterine cavity. The tumor was reached, without difficulty, and 
easily brought down for the operation. The patient presented the 
ordinary symptoms, except that the hemorrhage had been but 
moderate, and, althongh somewhat pallid, she had preserved her 
strength and the conditions of health as regards sleep and appe- 
tite. I decided to cut off the polypus, and to touch the surface 
to which it was attached with the perchloride of iron, a practice 
which, lately, in a similar case, had been attended with prompt 
and complete success, 

“There was in my view a double contra-indication in the case, 
for the use of chloroform. First, the slight pain of the operation, 
and second, the sub-anzmic state of the patient. This fact I pre- 
sented to her at each of my morning visits, and I even entreated 
her to consent that I should operate without chloroform; but the 
poor woman declared that it must be impossible to remove a 
tumor from within the body without great suffering, and at any 
rate she would not be operated on unless she was put to sleep. 
My opposition yielded to hers, having so often employed, and 
witnessed the employment of chloroform in cases which much less 
than this one demanded its use. 

* At nine o’clock this morning, everything being prepared for the 
operation, I proceeded to induce anesthetization. The woman 
rested on the bed; and | permitted her to lie without disturbing 
her, intending to place her in a proper position at the moment of 
the operation. I simply removed a pillow, in order that the head 
might be on the plane of the rest of the body, I said to her “look 
at me and breathe as I do,” and I then imitated the respirations 
of a person sleeping quietly. 1 poured a certain quantity of chlo- 
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roform upon a compress of five or six thicknesses, and placed it 
before the face at a certain distance in order that the vapor of the 
chloroform might be well mixed with common air. I administered 
the chloroform myself up to the moment when the position of 
the patient was changed, and I may here state to the Society that 
I have always pursued this course. For two years I have often been 
placed at the head of an active surgical service, particularly at the 
St. Louis hospital, and, so far as my memory serves me, I have 
river failed myself to produce the angsthesia up to the moment 
when it was necessary to take the bistoury. 

“The respiration and the pulse were regular for about a minute. 
Two or three times I added a certain quantity of the anesthetic 
liquid, the precise quantity not determinable, the administration 
being conducted in the way it is daily done by every one. At the 
end of a minute there was agitation. I abandoned the compress 
to see if I could not operate upon the patient lying on the bed, 
without altering her position. The agitation increased, she strug- 
gled so as to require to be held by several assistants, and talked 
incoherently. The compress which I had entrusted to an é/eve, 
by my direction was removed, and soon replaced with a fresh dose 
of chloroform. From this moment the agitation ceased. I order- 
ed the patient to be turned so that the limbs might be placed out 
of the bed. This second period, commencing with the agitation, 
lasted from a half minute to a minute at most. I had introduced 
my hand into the vagina and drawn out the polypus, to the pedun- 
cle of which a ligature was attached. About two minutes had 
elapsed from the commencement of the administration of the chlo- 
roform, and the compress had been withdrawn for some seconds, 
I felt for the pulse and found none, I let go the polypus, and it 
was drawn back. The respiration continued, but slowly; the face 
became cadaveric, and the eye lustreless. Quickly the head was 
lowered and the legs and arms raised. The face resumed a little 
color; respirations continued, but became more and more infre- 
quent. I then produced artificial respiration by making rhyth- 
mical pressure on the chest. At the same time the assistants 
resorted to blows on the thighs, the calves of the legs, the arms, 
and friction on the face. Several times we titillated the top of the 
larynx. All these efforts were unavailing. On suspending the 
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artificial respiration there were two or three long inspirations, 
after long intervals, and then cessation. Coldness became general 
but the beating of the heart was still heard, although feeble, by 
one of the internes. These efforts were continued for ten minutes. 
My two colleagues, M. Aran and M. Herarp, entered just as I 
had opened the trachea. I practiced insufflation through the ori- 
fice while some one continued the artificial respiration. M. He- 
rARD introduced into the precordial region two needles communi- 
cating with a powerful galvanic battery. The thoracic muscles 
were violently convulsed, but no pulse was developed. At length 
we ceased further exertions after half an hour’s duration of this 
terrible contest. 

“In order that this deplorable misfortune may prove as instruc- 
tive as possible, I will invite any member to propose questions, in 
case some details may have escaped me.” 

M. Gossetin who made the autopsy in the presence of M. M. 
Ricuet, Desont and Maruouiy, reported as followes: No marked 
appreciable lesions were discovered. The lungs were healthy 
excepting a little sub-pleural emphysema, without ecchymosis. 
The heart was flaccid and empty. This softness was especially 
marked in the walls of the right cavities. There was but little 
blood in the cavities. Coagulated blood was nowhere found; it 
preserved its fluidity everywhere. There was no encephalic con- 
gestion. In the superficial veins of the head there were some bub- 
bles of gas, but this was due to cadaveric decomposition. Ina 
body which we opened immediately, in the amphitheatre, we 
found the same development of gas. In the veins of the liver, 
also, there was a little gas. 

To sum up, so far as we could judge, the autopsy did not bring 
into view any cause of death. We removed the blood found in 
the cavities of the heart, placing in separate bottles that taken 
from the right and the left side. The blood did not present any 
of the odor of chloroform. 

M. Desour stated that an analysis of the blood demonstrated 
the presence of a very minute quantity of chloroform.* 





* The foregoing account is from the Gazette des Hopitaux. 
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ON PARAPLEGIA DUE TO VARIOLA AND OTHER CAUSES INDEPENDENT OF 
A PERSISTENT LESION OF THE SPINAL CORD. 





Translated from the Gazette des Hopitaux; April 22, 1854.* 





In connection with facts pertaining to paralysis symptomatic of 
cerebral lesions, of which we have lately reported several instances, 
it will be of interest to present facts relating to paralysis either 
idiopathic or symptomatic, but occurring independently of any 
appreciable persisting lesion of the nervous centres. I)lustrations 
of the latter kind are frequently met with, especially in cases of 
paraplegia. It is very rare to find examples in cases of hemiplegia, 
although they occasionally occur, and but a short time since, we 
reported a remarkable instance. The facts to which we propose 
to devote a brief space, and which have lately fallen under obser- 
vation, relate to paraplegia, and some of them to a species of para- 
plegia, respecting which authors in general are silent—we refer to 
paraplegia due to variola. 

The first instance of the latter, to which our attention has been 
called by M. Trovsszav, was in a patient, of whom we have 
already given our readers some account. A young female who 
entered the hospital for a hydro-peritonitis, and who had been 
treated with calomel, was improving, when she was attacked with 
fever, pains in the loins, and vomiting. Under the impression, 
at first, that the pain and febrile movement were owing to an ex- 
acerbation of the peritoneal inflammation, M. Troussrau prescri- 
bed again calomel. But the fever persisting, and becoming more 
intense the following day, without any augmentation of abdominal 
pain and tenderness, it became necessary to abandon this first im- 
pression. On the other hand, the’pains in the loins had become 
exceedingly acute, and on farther examination it was a matter of 
not a little surprise to find that the inferior extremities were para- 





* This article is referred to in the second letter from Paris written by the Trans- 
lator. 
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lyzed. They were absolutely powerless, and the sensibility also 
was considerably diminished. 

Taking into consideration the existence of several cases of small- 
pox in the ward, and recollecting that he had seen, several times, 
the eruption of variola preceded by a transient paraplegia, M. 
Trovsseavu at once diagnosed, in the case of this young female, a 
paraplegia due to an intoxication variolique, and predicted that 
the eruption would shortly appear. It was not long before this 
prediction was fulfilled. On the day following a characteristic 
eruption covered the face, the chest, and portions of the extreme- 
ties.* 

A short time before, they who are accustomed to follow M. 
Trovsseav in his visits had seen a young female with a paraple- 
gia of the same description, which continued only during the pro- 
dromic stage of variola, disappearing the moment the eruption 
took place. By a singular coincidence there occurred, at the same 
time, a case precisely similar in the service of M. Rosran. A 
young female entered with fever, acutepain in the loins, and para- 
plegia. Twenty cups were ordered. The next day the paraple- 
gia did not exist, but well marked variola. 

At this moment, in the ward appropriated to nursing women, 
there is a woman, whose infant died with cholera, who has also 
had variola preceded by paraplegia. 

It should be remarked that in all such cases the paraplegia does 
not continue except during the prodromis period, or at most, du- 
ring the continuance of the variola. Generally the patients re- 
cover entirely the use of the limbs after the complete evolution of 
the eruption. 

In the same ward (St. Bernard) there is a woman affected with 
idiopathic paraplegia, which does not appear to be connected, 
either symptomatically, or sympathetically, with any lesion, or 
other affection. This woman entered the hospital for pulmonary 
catarrh. Afterward, having been cured of her pulmonary catarrh, 
she was seized with catarrh of the intestinal canal, of which she 
was relieved by a few pills of the nitrate of silver. She was con- 
valescent, and on the point of leaving the hospital, when she 





* This case was seen by the Translator. . 








420 Finr’s Letter from Paris. [Jung, 


fotmd her lower extremities paralyzed, the paralysis confined to 
motion, sensibility being preserved. M. Trovsseau prescribed 
thirty wet cups, by which were taken away about five ounces (by 
weight) of blood. The next day the paraplegia had disappeared. 
The patient was cured. 

An instance quite similar to the latter presented itself during 
the past year in the service of M. Trousseav. A man was admit- 
ted for rheumatism affecting the shoulder. He was treated with 
belladonna. The rheumatism left the shoulder and fixed itself in 
the cervical plexus, from which followed paralysis at the arm, 
affecting both motion and sensation. Satisfied that this paralysis 
was due toa rheumatic affection, and that it did not involve a 
cerebral lesion, M. Trovsszau continued the same medication, and 
in a short time both the rheumatism and paralysis disappeared. 
This man stated that he had had an attack of paralysis after taking 
acold bath while heated, and that the paralysis in a short time 
disappeared of its own accord. 

The inference from thesefacts, to which might be added many 
others of a similar character, is, that we must not be in haste to 
form a grave prognosis in cases of paraplegia, or of paralysis of 
different parts of the body, which often depend on slight causes; 
nor should we hasten to oppose a medication active, energetic or 
painful to an affection which may disappear of itself in a short 
time. 


A. F. 
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Arr. IlL—A CASE OF HYPERTROPITY OF THE LEFT 
VENTRICLE, COMPLICATED WITH PLEURISY, &¢.— 
PARACENTISIS THORACIS. 





BY J. D. MITCHELL, M, D., OF DARWIN, ILLINOIS. 





The patient, Henry Taylor, aged twenty-seven years, is a farmer 
by occupation, is said to have had bad health from his childhood. 
Had dropsy of the peritoneum at the age of eight or nine years, 
and has had a very Jarge abdomen since that time. He has had 
several attacks of pneumonia and pleurisy. He first came under 
my care October 7th, 1853, for an attack of bilious or acute dysen- 
tery. This was somewhat obstinate, and did not yield to treat 
ment till the third week. During this period, and even when he 
was not able to walk the floor from debility, he had a very full, 
hard and strong pulse, one hundred per minute. Lis spleen was 
much enlarged, and from accounts, has been in this condition for 
several years. 

November 11, he again consulted me for anasarca of the inferior 
extremities. At this time he had the same full, hard, strong and 
frequent pulse as before, with strong pulsations of the heart over 
the precordial region. The anasarca disappeared in the course of 
three weeks, under the use of blood-letting, hydrogogue purgations, 
diuretics and an occasional mercurial; so that he was able to do 
considerable day labor through the month of December and a part 
of January; but frequently told me that if he exerted himself to 
any extent, he “was short of breath,” and that it made his “ heart 
beat.” At the time he consulted me for anasarca, my attention 
was first directed to his heart as a seat of disease, and I had some 
fears that he was laboring under hypertrophy of the left ventricle; 
but as tltre were other derangements, such as enlargement of the 
spleen, scanty urine.and torpid liver, sufficient to account for the 
anasarca, paid but little attention to the heart symptoms, 

On the 20th of January, 1854, after being exposed to rain and 

VOL. 1,—JUNE—2 ; 








1 pentane 


| 
i 


ae ee 





422 Mrircuett on Hypertrophy (Jung, 


cold the day before, he was taken with chilliness and pain beneath 
the left axilla and in the left shoulder, of a somewhat acute and 
lancinating character. This continued without any treatment, 
except of a simple nature used by the family, until the 26th when 
I was requested to visit him, a distance of three miles. As I could 
not see him on account of professional engagements, at my request 
W. J. Cuznowern, M. D., who was in my office when I examined 
the patient last, visited him on the 26th and 28th. I suggested to 
the doctor the propriety of making a careful exploration of the 
chest, as the probability was that he was laboring under chronic 
pleurisy. He reported to me his conviction of the existence of 
fluid in the left pleura. The patient was freely cupped over the 
seat of pain, and was attended with decided relief. Dover's 


jpowder was given, to procure rest, at night, and small doses of 
itarter emetic through the day. 


January 30th, I visited him, and found him laboring under the 
following symptoms and physical signs: Pulse full, hard and 
strong, one hundred and ten per minute; tongue covered with a 


‘thick yellowish fur, and quite dry; superficial veins distended ; 


face somewhat of a turgid appearance, and a livid cast. He is 
hoarse and does not speak above a whisper; cough troublesome 
and hoarse; expectoration scanty and tough; breathing short and 
labored, and much increased by the slightest exertion. Abdomen 
large, spleen much enlarged, urine high colored and scanty, but 
little pain on the left side. 

Physical signs.—He lay on his back, with an inclination to 
the left side, and his shoulders elevated. The right shoulder was 
a little depressed in the sitting position, intercostal spaces partly 
obliterated. There was dullness on percussion, amounting to flat- 
ness, over the whole of the left side, even to the top of the chest. 
The right side elicits the natural sound, if any deviation from 


health, a little dull, On applying the ear to the left side, there 
-were no sounds heard, except the pulsation of the heart near the 


gpine and under the sternum. The vesicular murmur was marked 
and exaggerated on the right side. The pulsations of the heart 
eould be heard and felt over the whole of the right side. No 
breathing movements on the left side, remarkably contrasting in 
this respect with the right, The left side measured one-half inch 
more than the right. 
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Treatment.—From the fact that there is a decided inflammatory 
tendency, and derangement of the secretions generally, and more 
especially of the digestive organs, I ordered, calomel 10 gr., Dover’s 
powder 10 gr., to be followed in eight hours with the infusion of 
senna and sulph. magnesia; and repeated next day in the same 
manner. With the view of acting on the kidneys, the respiratory 
organs, and the exhalants generally, I ordered tart. emetic iv. grs., 
nit. potass. 3ii., cr. tartar 3i., in water vi.; a table-spoonful every 
three hours. Dovers powder at night. 

February 1. Symptoms much as before, with the exception that 
the pulse is some reduced in volume and frequency, and expecto- 
ration more free. The purgatives acted freely, and brought away 
a large quantity of dark green and feculent matter. He has per- 
spired freely. Physical signs unaltered. The treatment was con- 
tinued, omitting the mercurial. A large blister was placed over 
the left side, and the region of the spleen and adjoining thorax 
freely cupped. 

February 3d. Pulse one hundred and ten, full, hard and strong. 
Tongue somewhat dry and coated. Ordered blood-letting xv$., 
calomel iiigrs., Dover’s powder viiigrs., one every four hours till 
four are taken. A large blister over the spleen and thorax. An- 
timonial mixture continued. The infusion of digitalis three times 
per day. 

February 5. Pulse somewhat reduced in frequency and force; 
kidneys acting more freely; has been purged freely, and ejections 
of a dark-green cast; apex of the heart is felt at the right of the 
sternum; the lividity of the face and surface of the body is evi- 
dently increasing. The dyspnea is also increasing. He is not 
able to help himself, and much fatigued from the slightest exer- 
tion. He is inelined to sleep most of the time, with some ten- 
dency to coma. There is no evidence that the fluid is being ab- 
sorbed, and if relief is not had very soon he must die from a defi- 
ciency of oxygen in the blood. I consulted the patient and friends 
in reference to the operation of paracentisis thoracis, and expressed 
my opinion that he could not live long without the operation; and 
that though the operation might not save him, his prospects would 
be more favorable for recovery. 

February 6th. Visited him in company with Dr. Onznowers. 
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Symptoms as before; much the same course of treatment contin- 
ued. We are of opinion that there is hypertrophy of the lett ven- 
tricle, a large quantity of fluid in the cavity of the lett ploura, 
and great enlargement of the spleen. We concur in the opinion 
that he should have the benefit of an operation. We were satis- 
fied that if the many derangements of the system were the results 
of the probable existing hypertrophy, the operation would atfurd 
only temporary relief; but we were convinced that the fluid in the 
pleura was the result of separate and local fnflammatory action. 
February 8th. Yesterday the patient and friends gave their 
consent to have the operation performed to-day. The symptoms 
are much as they have been for some days past. The lividity of 
the face is slowly increasing, an increased tendeney to coma, sleeps 
most of the time if not disturbed by his attendants, and when 
asleep is constantly picking and working with the bed clothing, 
rational when aroused, does not speak above a whisper, coughs 
but little. The apex of the heart is felt under the right nipple; 
pulse one hundred, full and strong; left side flat on percussion, 
and measures one inch more than the right side; intercostal spaces 
of the left side entirely obliterated, and cellular tissue injected. 
The operation was performed in the presence of Dr. Cagnowern, 
who assisted, and of several friends of the patient. As we had no 
trocar and canula, the instruments used were a sharp pointed 
scalpel and a female catheter. A small delicate leather was pla- 
ced over the external orifice of the catheter, to act asa valve, 
which proved a good expedient to prevent the entrance of air into 
the chest during the flow of fluid. The spot selected, was the 
space between the fifth and sixth ribs, half way between the spine 
and center of the sternum. The wound externally was half an 
inch, and just large enough through the pleura to admit the cathe- 
ter. Nothing was discharged till the catheter was introduced, 
when in the course of twenty-five or thirty minutes one gallon of 
fluid, some colored with blood, escaped. During the escape of 
fluid, the patient complained of sharp pains beneath the sternum; 
owing, most probably, to the tearing up of adhesions between the 
pericardium and pleura costalis, and the compressed lung and 
pleura, whilst those organs were assuming their natural position. 


His breathing improved from the time the fluid began to escape ; 
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and after all had escaped, it was easy, and but little accelerated. 
The apex of the heart was felt beating faintly to the left of the 
sternum, but a little higher up than natural. He appeared mach 
refreshed aud relieved after the operation; but his pulse remained 
unaltered, 

Treaiment:—Morphine and ipecac, to procure rest, and pil. 
hydrarg. 10 grs, at night. A table spoontul of the following was 
given three times a day: 


Kk. lodide Potassa, 3i. 
Tr. mar. ferri, 3ii, 
Tr. lodine, 3ii. 
Water, Svi. 


Bitart. potass was ordered freely, and purgatives when necessa- 
ry. The infasion of digitalis was continued up to the 15th, with 
the view of exciting the kidueys and controlling the action of the 
heart and arteries. 

15th. There is evidently an accumulation of fluid in the perito- 
neum, but not very large in quantity. L’ercussion over the left 
side clicited the natural sounds, except a pretervatural dullness 
over the heart. Right side probably natural, though I have 
thought there was a little dullness throughout its whole extent. 
Pulse as before,—cough not troublesome, and expectoration slight, 
—tongne clean. Ile has walked across the house several times, 
and sits up by the fire occasionally and is evidently gaining 
strenyth slowly. 

20th. Symptoms as before,—pulse full, hard, and strong,—-ab- 
domen more swollen,—tongue clean. 

24th. Patient died last night between 9 and 11 o'clock. He 
had, to all appearance, improved up to the evening of his death ; 
was able to sit up by the fire frequently through the day, and the 
same evening sat up and ate his supper at the table, heartily. 
At nine he was as well as usual, and requested his attendants to 
retire, which they did, leaving him resting on his right side. At 
eleven he was found dead in the same position. 

Autopsy, Twenty-four hours atter death, as reported by myself 
and Dr. Chenoweth, and afterward compared, External ajpear- 
ance :—countenance natural, no discoloration of the bedy, abdo- 
men much distended and fluctuating. On opening the thorax, 
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both lungs were found adherent to the costal pleura almost their 
entire extent, ouly asmall space under the seat of the operation being 
full. The pericardium was pushed towards the upper end of the 
sternum, and attached to it by firm adhesions. The right pleura 
contained about a pint of fluid blood, probably the result of posi- 
tion at death. The left pleura contained about half a pint of clear 
fluid. The surtace of the lungs presented a reddened and highly 
congested appearance, and their substance throughout was of a 
dark red appearance, with here and there a drop of blood exuding 
from the cut surface. They were somewhat solid and of a hepa- 
tized appearance, but would yield and crepitate slightly on press- 
ure. The pericardium contained between a pint and a quart of 
transparent fluid. The right auricle was much distended with 
fluid blood, which would not escape by changing the position of 
the heart. The left ventricle and auricle were entirely empty. 
The heart was removed and placed in water till th. next day. 
The walls of the left ventricle measured from eight lines to one 
inch in thickness, and the columna carnea were much enlarged. 
On opening the right ventricle two fibrinous concretions, of a 
whitish color, firm and tough, three or four inches in length, and 
a line and a half in thickness, together weighing one drachm, 
were removed. They were taken either from beneath the tricus- 
pid valves, or the auriculo-ventricular opening. As our attention 
was not directed to their vermicular appearance, we did not care- 
fully observe their location ; but they were loose, affording no re- 
sistance on lifting them out; and as a small piece was afterwards 
removed from beneath the valves, the probability is the first two 
came from the same place. The valves were roughened and con- 
gested in appearance. 

The peritoneum contained about one and a half gallons of trans- 
parent fluid. This membrane, with the exception of the portion 
covering the intestines, was covered with innumerable lumps or 
granules, from the smallest size to that of a pea. They were most 
numerous in the lower portion of the abdomen. The mesentery 
contained a few of these granules, with here and there a livid, el- 
evated and roughened patch, from one to four lines in diameter. 
The spleen was very large, probably weighing eight pounds. The 
liver was small in size, and easily broken down. The great 
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omentum was pushed up over the stomach into a roll. It was of 
a hard, rough. granular feel, and much thickened, measuring an 
inch in the thickest parts. It was perforated in two or three 
places. 

Remarks. have reported the above case as it was recorded 
from day to day, so as to give as correct a view as possible of its 
complicated nature, omitting many things of less importance. 
The points of interest in this case are its remarkably complicated 
nature, and the relation the complications sustain to the hypertro- 
phy of the heart. Through the whole course of the disease there 
was evidently inflammatory symptoms greater than would natur- 
ally proceed from the hypertrophy ; so that it is reasonable to con- 
clude that some of the morbid conditions were not the result of 
the heart disease. The fluid in the left pleural sack was evident- 
ly the result of inflamation of that membrane, and that, too, of an 
acute character, caused by exposure. It was from this fact that I 
thought best to evacuate the fluid, and as it did not re-accumulate, 
it is evident that this view was correct ; though, if the other mor- 
bid conditions had been fully known at the time, it would have 
been deemed useless to operate. On account of the quantity of 
fluid in the pleura, it is not known at what time the pericardial 
effusion first existed. The congested and solidified appearance of 
the lungs resulted, most probably, from the force of the heart’s ac- 
tion immediately before death, When did these fibrinous con- 
eretions accumulate? before or after death? They were of too 
firm a structure to have been formed after death. May they not 
in some way or other (probably mechanically) have been the im- 
mediate cause of death? It is probable that the disease of the per- 
itoneum, with its granular deposits, was of long standing. 
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Hibliagraphial Hotices. 





Art. IIl.--On Rheumatism, Rheumatic Gout, and Sciatica, 
their Pathology, Symptoms, and Treatment, by Munry Fuuier, 
M, D., Contab,, Fellow of the Royal College of Physicians, 
London; assistant Physician to Si. George’s Hospital, &c., &e. 





Sypenuam styled rheumatism ‘the poor man’s gout.” The 
disease of the poor man has attained in our day a wonderful as- 
scendency over its patrician congener. Gout is a disorder now 
seldom spoken of, hardly dreaded at all, a stranger to most young 
practitioners in our country. I+ seems to have been superseded 
by rheumatism, which bas proved to be one of the most formida- 
ble of diseases. Rheumatism is not only a disease of great fre- 
quency and of extreme suffering, but is now known to entail oth- 
er diseases of the most terrible character, A ffections of the heart, 
it is now admitted, result more frequently from rheumatism than 
from any other cause. These affections often complicate and ren- 
der formidable the mildest cases of rheumatism, not only inducing 
present distress but darkening all the future of the sufferer. Their 
incursion moreover may he so insidious as to escape the detection 
of the physician, and thus they often pass to a puint where rem- 
edies are unavailing before the patient is aware of his danger. 

In view of these facts we think it cannot be questioned, that 
few diseases are more deserving of attention than rheumatism ; 
and next to its treatment no point connected with the malady 
would seem to have higher interest than its cause. Almost uni- 
versally since the affection first attracted the attention of medical 
men it has been referred to cold, and yet the analogics between 
rheumatism and gout, remarked by Sydenham, ought to have ex- 
cited suspicion long ago that the cause of the disorder might be one 
generated within the system rather than one acting from without. 
The author of the work before us holds that rheumatism has its or- 
igin in “a vitiated condition of the circulating fluids,” and in 
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favor of that opinion he refers to the more prominent features of 
the disease, its attacks ushered in by premonitory fever, its local 
symptoms erratic, yet remarkably symmetrical, and the very com- 
mon consequence of affections of the heart, lungs, and other in- 
ternal organs. The, materies morbi, he inclines with Dr, Prout 
and Dr. Todd to believe, is /aetie acid, the product of mal-assim- 
ilation, which accumulates in consequence of defective cutaneous 
action. 

This being the pathology of rheumatism, according to Dr. Ful- 
ler, the treatment suggested is one which will neutralize the acid, 
or eliminate it trom the system, and nothing, in this view of the 
affection, can be more hopeless than the attempt to sibdue the fe- 
ver, allay the pain in the joints, or control the other symptoms of 
the disease, so long as the blood is infected by the poison. The 
great danger of the complaint being inflasnmation of the heart, an 
important indication is to avoid anything likely to excite or irri- 
tate that organ. We give the author’s plan of cure in his own 
words ; 


‘* The treatment to which I usually have recourse at the ontset 
0 t'euttack, is that alluded to at the beginning o' this eliapter, 
It is made up of alkalies and the neutral salts, with colchicam, 
calomel, and opium. Sometimes a littleantimony is added, some- 
times the aid of purgatives is had recourse to, and oécasionally, 
though rarely, | deem it expedient to premise a moderate blood- 
letting. Baths are never employed if the skin is acting freely ; 
but it, instead of being bathed in perspiration, it remains dry and 
hot, and burning, I then endeavor to stimalate its action by means 
of the vapor or the hot air bath. 

* As venesection, if employed at all in acute rheumatism, is to 
be made use of with the view of producing an impression on the 
train of morbid actions, and expediting the ‘operation of other 
remedies, it must necessarily take the lead of all other mvasures ; 
and the first questiom to be decided, therefore, in every case of 
acute rheumatism, is as to the propriety of having recourse to‘its 
employment. It has been already pointed out, that the use of the 
lancet is not necessary tor the relief of the pain or the tranquili- 
zation of the pulse, and that in the pale and weakly it exercises 
an influence prejadicial to the patient by rendering more irritable 
his alrealy irritable and excited heart. But in the young, pleth- 
orice, and robust, in whom secretion is insufficient, whose pulse is 
full and bounding, and whose skin is dry and hot, and barning, it 
certainly does assist in expediting the action of other remedies, 
and so in promoting recovery. These, therefore, are the only ca- 
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ses in which it should be employed, and a single bleeding of from 
eight to ten ounces is generally sufficient. It relieves that exces- 
sive congestion on which the want of secretion, in great measure, 
depends, and which forms an obstacle to the action of those reme- 
dies on which we rely for effecting a cure. 

“The next point is as to the expediency of giving calomel and 
purgatives. If the bowels are acting once a day, it is seldom nee- 
essary to make a more frequent call upon their activity, but a dose 
of calomel and opium may be prescribed with the view of modi- 
fying the character of their secretions. If the bowels are sluggish 
in their action, and the dejections dark colored and offensive, a 
dose of calomel combined with opium should be administered at 
once, and followed after the lapse of six or eight hours, by a 
draught containing an infusion of senna, together with half an 
ounce of the potassio tartrate of soda, and twenty minims of the 
vinum ecolchici. And the amount of opium should be so adjusted 
to the dose of the purgative, as to procure one full and copious 
evacuation without the distress attendant upon purging. 

When once the bowels have been freely acted on, the state of 
the secretions must be our guide as to the repetition of the calo- 
mel and the morning laxative. If the tongue be rather dry; if 
the bowels continue sluggish, and the dejections dark colored and 
offensive, the mercurial and the purgative should both be repeated 
for several successive days. If, onthe other hand, secretions from 
the bowels be healthy, the further exhibition of mercury is unnec- 
essary. If, again, the secretions be copious but unhealthy in char- 
acter, the calomel and opium should be repeated at night, but 
need not be followed by a purgative in the morning, as after one 
or two doses of the mercurial, the motions become lighter colored, 
more bilious in appearance, and of a less offensive character. 

‘** Whilst the state of the intestinal Secretions are thus attended 
to, alkalies or the neutral salts should be administered in combi- 
pation with colchicum, full doses of opium, and sometimes a little 
antimony. At one time I used to content myself by giving a sa- 
line draught, with the addition of fifteen or twenty grains of the 
carbonate of potash, or the carbonate of soda, three or four times 
in the course of the day, but it soon became apparent that in or- 
der to obtain the full benefit of alkalies, it is necessary to give 
them in very much larger quantities—in doses proportioned to 
the extreme acidity of the system.* In large but orJinary doses 
they generally mitigated the severity of the sy:inptoms, yet failed 
in affording more than partial reliet, but when they were exhibit- 
ed in sufficient quantities, and in combination with other reme- 





* Though I speak throughout of the administration of alkalies, I generally pre 
scribe the potassio tartrate of soda, which, revdily undergoing decomposition in the 
stomach, acts quite as energetically as corresponding quantities of the alkaline car- 
bonates, and is much more readily tolerated by the stomach. 
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dies, the most agonizing pain was speedily removed, and the fever 
subdued with marvellous rapidity. 1 have, therefore, ever since 
administered them largely, and have pushed them antil my ob- 
ject has been attained. Nor have I seen reason, on any one occa- 
sion, to hesitate in following out this plan of treatment. It has 
now been pursued in a large number of cases, and in almost eve- 
ry instance has produced the most astonishingly favorable results. 
The patients have speedily lost their pains and have proceeded to 
convalescence. In twenty-three out of thirty-nine cases in my 
note-buok, the pulse was tranquilized within forty-eight hours 
from the commencement of treatment, and in twenty-eight the 
pain was lulled, and the local inflamation greatly subdued within 
the same time, whilst in the remaining cases a longer period was 
required, in consequence either of previous constipation, or of the 
co-existence of some internal complication. 

The form in which I usually administer the remedies, is that of 
a simple saline or a nitre draught, to which, if the patient be a 
person of average strength and robustness, bathed in profuse per- 
spiration, with red, swollen, and exquisitely painful joints, a fur- 
red tongue, loaded with urine, and a full and bounding pulse, I 
usually add from two to three drachins of the potassio tartrate of 
soda,* ten or fifteen minims of the vinum colchici, from fifteen to 
twenty minims of thes vinum antimonii, and from ten to fifteen 
minims of the tinctura opii, or of Battley’s sedative solution, to 
prevent the salt running off by the bowels. This draught is re- 
peated, for the first twelve or twenty-four hours, at intervals of 
three or four hours, according to the strength of the patient and 
the severity of the attack ; and if the pain is excessive, | prescribe 
a pill containing from halt a grain to a grain and a half of opium, 
or an equivalent dose of Dover's powder to be taken once or twice 
a day, taking care to increase or diminish the quantity of the se- 
dative, according to the circumstances of the case; on the one 








*The virtue of alkalies and their salts in rheumatism depends, I believe, upon 
their power. 

Ist. Of acting as restorers of all the alkaline condition of the system. 

Qdly. Of assisting to maintain the solubility of the fibrin, and thereby preventing 
its deposition on the valvular apparatus of the heart. 

3dly. Of acting most powerfully as sedatives, and calming the action of the heart 
and arteries. 

4thly. Of increasing the metamorphosis of tissue, and proving active provocatives 
of an increased secretion of urine, whereby the elimination of the materies morbi is 
assisted. 

Whatever their mode of action, however, their effect in restoring the alkalinity of 
the system, and of allaying the fever and subduing the pain and inflamation, which 
accompany, if they be not consequent upon, the opposite condition, is very remark- 
able, as is also their influence in calming the action of the heart and arteries, aud in 
causing an increased flow of urine, and a vast augmentation in its selid constitu- 
ents. These facts receive very striking illustration in the cases reported at the eud 
of this chapter. 
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hand, avoiding constipation and narcotism, and on the other, 
guarding against diarrhoea. 

** Sometimes, though rarely, the stomach does not easily toler- 
ate these large doses of the neutral salts, and in such cases, the 
greatest benetit is derived trem the addition of a little lemon juice 
and an alkaline carbonate, forming a saline effurvescing draught. 
With this variation an instance rarely occurs in which the medi- 
cine deranges the stumaeh, or produces the slightest disagrevable 
effects. 

When once the medicine has begun to take effect. which is ev- 
idenced by the gradual decrease of the pain, the tranquilization of 
the pulse, and the inerease in the quantity and specific gravity of 
the urine; it is repeated every fourth hour only, and then every 
fifth or sixth hour; and usually at the expiration of two or three 
days, I find its work in great measure accomplished ; the saliva, 
by that time bas lost its acidity, the pains and intlamation have 
subsided ; the pulse has fallen, probably, trom 120 to 5 or 00 
beats in a minute; the tongue has become moister and Jess red 
and furred; the urine more abundant, less loaded with the lith- 
ates, and of a higher specific gravity; and the perspiration less 
acid, less sour smelling, and less profuse. In proportion as these 
symptoms of amendment manifest themselves, sv. is the dose of the 
alkalies decreased, until atter the lapse of three or tour days, | 
usually feel justified in commencing the administration of quina 
during the day, taking care to maintain a tree action of the bow- 
els by exhibiting, nuw and then at bedtime, two or three grains 
of the acetous extract ef colchicum, together with aloes or rhu- 
barb, and if necessary, a grain of calomel or blue pill. Should 
there be the slightest return of pain, the least increase of couting 
on the tongue, or, indeed, any evidence of returning fever, the 
use of quina is at once abandoned, andvalkulics are again resorted 
to.” 

We regard this monograph of Dr. Fuller's as a valuable contri- 
bution to our literature on practical medicine. It is an exeeed- 
ingly interesting work, and we cordially recommend it to our 
readers, as one from which they will derive much sound phlilouso- 


phy and much reliable practice. 























1584. ] Merras on the Diseases of Woman. 433. 


Arr. 1V.— Woman, her Diseases and Remedies; and, a Trea- 
tise on Acute and Chronic Diseases of the Neck of the Uie- 
rus. By Cuar.es D. Metos, M. D., &c., &e. 

The first of these volumes is the third edition of a work which 
first appeared in 1847; the other is the report made by Prof. 
Meigs to the American Medical Association on the diseases of the 
uterus, and which makes a part of the 6th volume of the Society's 
transactions. We are glad that this treatise has been rendered 
more accessible to the profession by its publication in a separate 
form, for it is one which deserves to be\ far more extensively cir- 
culated and read than it is likely to be in the work in which it 
originally appeared. More than once we have had occasion to 
refer reproachfully to the neglect of the volumes annually emana- 
ting from our great medical Congress, by the body of the profes- 
sion. The mass docs not yet appear to have felt the leaven dif- 
fused through a limited cirele by the Association ; and if the re- 
port of Dr. Meigs on Uterine Diseases had remained locked up in 
its Transactions it would have been a sealed book to most praeti- 
tioners. 

The larger volume of which we have given the title above is al- 
ready well known to our readers. It has been extensively read ; 
it is, eminently, a readable book. The famous Dr. Vohnson is 
said to have declared that one of the very few books which could 
induce him to quit his bed an hour or two before his accustomed 
time of rising in the morning was Burton’s Anatomy of Melan- 
choly. We should think that these Letters of Dr. Meigs on Wo- 
man might tempt even an indolent student to abridge his morning 
nap and to protract his studies far into the night. When first 
sent abroad the style of the author was severely criticised by many 
reviewers, as wanting in the elevation and dignity becoming a 
grave scientific subject. Dr. Meigs has carefully revised his third 
edition, and besides many additions made to its matter he has at- 
tempted to reform his manner of the vices complained of, and 
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hopes by the time another edition shall be called for ‘‘ to have 
rendered the style and language still less exceptionable.” But 
while endeavoring to avoid what seemed low on the one hand, he 
has studied to escape from dulness on the other, keeping in mind 
the precept of Horace, “that the reader is to be gratified as well 
as instructed.” ‘ But shall people,” he asks, ‘‘ who desire to 
make a contribution to the art that has absorbed their whole ex- 
istence, refrain from doing so from a fear of offending in the mat- 
ter of their manner? Would that be American like? And shall 
everybody go out of the world making no sign?” He has made 
his sign, and every American physician owes him respect and ad- 
miration for it. His books are real contributions to medical sci- 
ence and art. 

The treatise on the diseases of the neck of the uterus may be 
regarded as in some sort an appendix to his Letters on the Dis- 
eases of Woman, or more properly a continuation of that larger 
work. It is illustrated by numerous plates, many of them col- 
ored, and forms a volume of exceeding beauty. Dr. Meigs be- 
gins his report by some details of the methods of examining fe- 
males, The operation of touching and the “ metroscopic” one 
are both a “‘direful necessity,” but the one, he thinks, “is not 
essentially more revolting to the feelings of the sufferer than the 
other.” His remarks on this subject, as indeed his practical ob- 
servations throughout the work, are judicious and just. 








—————————————— 
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Art. V.—Clinical Lectures on Pulmonary Consumption. By 
Taroraitts Tuompson, M. D., F. R. 8., Fellow of the Royal 
College of Physicians, London; &e., &e. Philadelphia: Lind- 
say & Blakiston, 1554; 8vo. pp. 239. 

These Lectures appeared originally in the London Lancet, and 
were delivered at the Brompton Hospital for Consumption in 1851. 

The most interesting question connected with phthisis, at the 
present time, is the power of Cod-liver oil to arrest or cure the 
disease, and a hospital for consumption, where more than six hun- 
dred gallons of the remedy are used annually, may be expected to 
afford some valuable statistics on the subject. The fact that it is 
administered to such an extent at the hospital is strong evidence 
of its efficacy. Dr. Tuompson, as the result of all his observations, 
places great reliance upon the remedy. He believes that it acts 
by improving the constitution of the blood, thus improving the 
general health, restoring the bowels to a natural condition, expand- 
ing the pulse, lessening the expectoration, and moderating the 
night sweats. In many instances, he says, he has found it to 
supersede the necessity for the use of any other remedy. He has 
not found the effect of the oil to be, to disorder the bowels, and he 
has, when given alone, prescribed the eating of a little orange 
peel, or the taking into the mouth a little table salt, before and 
after a dose of the remedy, to cover its taste; but he prefers giv- 
ing the oil combined thus :— 

“An ounce and a half of cod-liver oil, four drops of creasote, 
two drachms of compound tragacanth powder, and four ounces 
and a half of aniseed water—an ounce to be taken thrice daily.” 

Dr. Taompson has found that cod-liver oil produces its good 
effects specially in women and children, in whom the proportion 
of red corpuscles is stated by chemists to be small. He has used 
it with decided advantage in neuralgia, sciatica, and rheumatiem, 
when those complaints were associated with anemia. There being 
a pathological condition which it is adapted to correct, it follows 
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that there are cases of phthisis which do not require its use, and 
in which it is not beneficial; these are cases not marked by ane- 
mia. When tound appropriate, a persevering use of the oil must 
be made. Dr. T. relates the case of a patient affected with vomica, 
in 1848, who was still taking the remedy in 1853. If he omitted 
it at any time, whatever his diet might be, he lost weight. Once 
he laid it aside for nine weeks, and in that time his weight fell off 
ten pounds. 

Cocoa-nut oil has proved in Dr. Taomrson’s hands an excellent 
substitute for the oil of the cod-liver. In reference to this vegeta- 
ble oil he says:— . 

“The results in the first thirty patients to whom I administered 
it bear comparison with those obtained in the first thirty-seven 
patients for whom I prescribed cod liver oil, chiefly in the year 
1845. Amongst the patients to whom cocoa-nut oil was given, 
there were some instances of arrested phthisis, as decided as any 1 
have been accustomed to attribute to the use of co:l-liver oil, over 
which it possesses advantages in reference to economy and palata- 
bleness; and it is interesting to remark, that its efficacy was ex- 
perienced by some who had previousiy taken cod oil uselessly, and 
by others who had discontinued it on account of nausea.” 

The o7/ of walnuts has also been administered in consumption. 
and the results in some cases have been satisfactory. 

There is a growing confidence with the profession in the cura- 
bleness of consumption. It is now believed not only that the 
disease may be arrested, but, by some eminent pathologists of 
large observation, that the tubercular deposit may be removed. 

We recommend the leetures of Dr. Tuompson to our readers. 
The publishers have issued the work in a style eminently credit- 


able to their taste. J 
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Chitorial Hepartment. 





AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION. 





We proceed. to lay before our readers the details of the late 
meeting of our National Medical Association, at St. Louis, for 
which we are indebted to the Republican newspaper of that city. 
The attendance of delegates was large, but in casting our eyes 
over the list, we perceive that the following States were not repre- 
sented, to wit: Vermont, Delaware, Maryland, North Carolina, 
Georgia, Arkansas, Florida, Texas, California. Dr. Usaer Dl ar- 
sons, of Rhode Island, ¢he Senior Vice President, called the Asso- 
ciation to order, when the following letters were read from the 
President, Dr. Kyieur. 

New Haven, Conn., April 25, 1854. 
To Epwi S. Lenore, M. D., Secretary of the American Medical 

Association, St. Louis, Missouri. 

Dear Sir: As the time is near at hand for the assembling of 
the American Medical Association, it is proper for me to inform 
you, and through you, the members of the Association, that it 
will not be in my power to be present at the annual meeting. I 
uave come to this conclusion after much reflection, with great re- 
luctance. The meetings of the Association have always been 
periods of high gratification to me. 

The acquaintance there formed, and the intercourse had with 
the members of the profession from every part of the country, have 
been among the most gratifying events of my life. I have looked 
forward to the annual meeting of this year with the anticipation of 
unusual satisfaction. There was a portion of the conntry new to 
me, to be visited; there were members of the profession, probably 
in large numbers, few of whom were known to me, to become ac- 
quainted with, in addition to the ordinary attractions of the meet- 
ing, which made me strongly desirous for my own sake to be 
present. 

VOL. I.—JUNE—3 
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At the same time, I feel the full weight of the obligation to at- 
tend the meeting this year, arising from the high honor which has 
been conferred upon me by the Association. Perhaps no one, so 
little deserving, has received so many and so great favors from the 
medical profession, and I take the opportunity to renew my ac- 
knowledgments for these favors. 

It is with no ordinary emotion that, although absent, 1 greet 
those of my professional brethren who will be present at St. Louis. 
I do this with the most cordial feelings, and with the strongest 
wishes for their welfare. Allow me, also, to express the confident 
hope that their wise deliberations will result in the promotion of 
the best interests of the profession, and advantage of the country, 
and to ask that the blessing of God may rest upon their labors. 

With esteem and respect, your obedient servant, 


J. KNIGHT. 





New Haven, April 15th, 1854. 


‘To Usner Parsons, M. D.,. Providence. 

My. Dear Sir: As the time is near at hand for the meeting of 
the American Medical Association at St. Louis, it is proper for 
me to inform you that I shall not probably be able to attend it. 
Matters of a purely personal nature will, | suppose, deprive me of 
that pleasure. As you are the Senior Vice President of the Asso- 
ciation, I trust you will be present and perform the duties which 
will devolve upon you. I give you this early notice that you may 
have time to prepare such an address as may be proper for the 
oceasion. That you will do this as you do everything else, (in the 
best manner,) I have no doubt. 

With esteem and respect, your obedient servant, 


J. KNIGHT. 


A letter from. Dr. Brapix, one of the Secretaries, stating his 
inability to attend the meeting, was also read. Dr. Wasaierton, 
of St. oc then proceeded on behalf of the Committee of Ar- 
rangements to weleome the Association to the city, He was fol- 
lowed by Dr. Paxsons in a brief address. The roll having been 
called, the reports of the Treasurer and the Committee of Publica- 
tion were read, after which a Nominating Committee was raised 
to select officers for the ensuing year. 

D. Attex offered the following resolution which was. carried :— 
That the Association arrange to meet at from 9 o’elock, A. M. 
to 1 P. M., and from 3 to 5 P. M., while it shall remain in 
session. 

A resolution was now offered to provide for the fature meetings 
of the Association, that they shall be held alternately in the North- 
ern, Southern and Western portions of the Union. The resolution 
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gave rise to considerable discussion, and was finally laid on the 
table. 


On motion the meeting adjourned to 3 o’clock, P. M. 





AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The meeting commenced according to adjournment. The Senior 
Vice President, in the absence of the President, delivered the fol- 
lowing able address :— 


Gentlemen of the American Association: 


It has been customary for the presiding officer of this Associa- 
tion, on retiring from the Chair, to give a valedictory discourse. 
On the eve of my departure from Rhode Island, our venerable 
President notified me of his inability to attend and een this 
part of his official duty, which deprives us of the fich entertain- 
ment anticipated from so distinguished a scholar nt aay 
The notice being entirely unexpected, 1 am unprep to offer 
you anything worthy of your attention, and my inclination would, 
therefore, be to remain silent, but for an apprehension that this 
course might operate as a precedent to others, on similar occasions. 
I will, therefore, present you, rather as an apology for a discourse, 
a few thoughts that have suggested themselves while on my way 
to this city. 

In cules to promote the honor, dignity and usefulness of our 
profession, objects for which the Association was instituted, its 
members must be gathered from all parts of our country and uni- 
ted int» one harmonious fraternity, and must adopt such measures 
as will promote and perpetuate among ourselves an esprit du corps, 
a conformity of sentiment and feeling, and a combination and co- 
operation in action. This has already been accomplished in a de- 
gree by holding our annual meetings in distant and remote cities 
of the Union. They must continue to be carried to new and ever- 
varying spheres of action, until their beneficial influence is made 
available to the whole profession. As the metallurgist, in sepa- 
rating a heterogeneous mass of particles, over it a magnetic 
bar, to attract the pure iron and steel with a force proportioned to 
its proximity, so must the meetings of this Association, in order 
to gather into one fold suitable materials of growth and strength, 
be carried from place to place over the whole mass of our popula- 
tion, attracting from the dross and impurities all that is valuable 
and worthy of reception and incorporation into a hom eous 
and efficient brotherhood. These considerations influenced me in 
voting to accept the invitation to hold the present meeting in 
Missouri, notwithstanding the toil and fatigue of the journey, and 
its remoteness from the residence of a large proportion of the dele- 
gates. It is here, more than elsewhere, that the meetings of this 
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Association are likely to prove beneficial, by a rapid enlargement 
of our numbers. 

Whoever glances at a map of the Mississippi Valley, extending 
from the base of the Alleghany and Cumberland mountains to the 
margin of the Rocky mountains—from the highlands bordering on 
Lake Superior to the Gulf of Mexico—and contemplates the fer- 
tility of its soil, its adaptation for cereal productions, which are so 
necessary for human subsistence and increase, and who surveys 
the majestic Mississippi, navigable throughout this whole territory 
with its numerous navigable tributaries pouring in their treasures 
on either side, and adds to this the vast mineral resources, lead, 
copper, iron and coal, which are far more conducive to healthful 
opulence than the golden regions of California; whoever, i say, 
cordially surveys all these elements of future growth, expansion 
and power, and moved onward by the agency of steam, on land 
and water, and in labor-saving mechanical and manufacturing 
operations, can arrive at no other conclusion than that this vast 
territory, the largest and most favored one by nature, of any under 
the. whole canopy of Heaven, will in time be densely populated 
with scores of millions, and become the seat of empire of the 
western world, and that it is destined to be the grand theatre of 
human progress, in every department that is calculated to advance 
the dignity and promote the happiness of the human family. 

And in no department of human affairs is progress here more 
sure than in medical knowledge. Our Atlantic States have in- 
herited a reverence for European opinions, which, although com- 
mendable in our early medical history, is at the present day, less 
favorable to American progress and discovery in medicine. We 
need to interrogate nature and experience more, and European 
opinions less; we need mental as well as political independence; a 
freer swing of thought and purpose that characterizes our brethren 
of the West, and which this Association is adapted to call into 
action, 

There is much to encourage you in your recent discoveries and 
contributions—in the results of vivisections of saurians, the half 
of which if confirmed by future experiments, will shed new light 
on Physiology. And again, in the discoveries made relating to 
the process of digestion, by your late lamented Beaumont, of St. 
Louis, who, for the theories and speculations before prevailing, 
has substituted ocular demonstration of the modus operandizof 
that wonderful process, by submitting to it the various articles of 
human aliment, and determining the length of time required for 
converting each into healthful chyme; and again in the successful 
labors of Draxg, in traveling from State to State throughout the 
valley, collecting the histury and character of its epidemics, )y 
personal inquiry and observation, Others of your vencrated deal 
might be meutioned, but of others who have pursned a like inde- 
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ndent course untrammeled b vailing European authori 
Ls now stand at the head of fh peal lg it would ill co 
me to speak, seeing that some of them are present and unused to 
such freedom of remark. But to the junior members of the profes- 
sion we would say, unite with us—follow the example of the dis- 
tinguished pioneers I have named, and of Caldwell and Harrison 
who have gone to their reward—throw the result of your labors 
into the common stock of medical knowledge accumulated by this 
Association, where, rest assured, they will be duly appreciated and 
be appropriated to the common benefit of the profession and of 
mankind, and redound eventually to your everlasting honor and 
professional fame. 

Gentlemen, eight years have elapsed since the preliminary 
meeting of the convention which recommended the formation of 
this National Association, and the results of its labors have equal- 
led the expectations of the friends of reform and progress in our 
profession. The six published volumes of transactions have suc- 
cessively increased in value and interest, and are enduring monn- 
ments of the ardent zeal and patient industry of the numerous con- 
tributors, and there is every reason to hope that our future labors 
will continue to be crowned with equally increasing value and in- 
terest. 

Gentlemen, we are reminded by the history of the past year of 
the frailty and uncertainty of human life. Death has removed 
many of our brethren of this Association, and among them is the 
illustrions Beaumont, already mentioned, and Dr. Grorer C. Snar- 
tock, LL. D., of Boston, an extensive and highly esteemed prac- 
titioner, and formerly President of the Massachusetts Medical 
Society. 

He was reputed the wealthiest physician in New England, and 
his nnmerous bequests to educational, humane and religious insti- 
tutions and enterprises, and to private charities, proclaim that his 
philanthropy was proportioned to bis opulence, 

We are reminded, by the return of this anniversary, of the ter- 
rible catastrophe thatoccurred at Norwalk. The Association had 
received from our brethren of New York a cordial welcome, and 
were honored with overflowing hospitality. After a delightful 
and profitable session, the Association adjourned, and many of 
them were on their way, in cars, to their respective homes, in joy- 
ous anticipation of rejoining their families, when in a moment—in 
the twinkling of an eye—seven of them were launched into eter- 
nity, leaving us the solemn admonition that in the midst of life 
we are in death. I should deém it a duty, on this occasion, to 
pay a tribute of respect due to their memory by portraying their 
many virtues and excellences as men and as physicians, had I not 
learned that justice will be done them by an abler pen. Our 
brethren of New York, with characteristic magnanimity, which 











449 Editorial Department. [Jone, 


adds to their claims on our gratitude, immediately on the announce- 
ment of the disaster, summoned a meeting, and passed resolutions 
expressive of their deep sorrow at the sad event, and tenderin 
their condolence to the bereaved families. They also appoint 
a committee to prepare an eulogy on the deceased, to be offered 
at this annual meeting; and the distinguished ability of the 
chairman and members of that committee is a sufficient gnaranty 
that justice will be done to the memory of these, our lamented 
brethren. 


A resolution was now offered that the address be referred to the 
Committee of Publication for incorporation in the transactions of 
the Association, which was carried. 

The following letter from a permanent member at Marseilles 
was read and found satisfactory : 


Marserties, March 19, 1854. 


Dr. Epwarp L. Beapxe, Secretary of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation: 

Please to state to the American Medical Association, at their 
meeting in St. Louis, that 1 have presented to the Imperial 
Academy of Medicine at Paris, the sixth volume of their transac- 
tions, that it has been received by that distinguished body with 
much favor, and that it has been referred to a committee for ex- 
amination and report, (M. Velpeau, Chairman.) 

Ihave also promised M. De Bois, perpetual Seerctary of the 
Academy, to endeavor to procure for the Academy the five pre- 
vious volumes, and I feel assured that the Academy would take 
much pleasure in establishing a correspondence with our American 
Medical Association. 

With great respect, yours truly. 


The following memorial by members of the Medical Association 
of the city of New York, was now read: 


TO THE AMERICAN MEDICAL ASSOCIATION, 


At a special meeting held in the city of New York, on the 12th 
of May, 1853, of such members ‘‘of the American Medical Asso- 
ciation as reside in this city and its vicinity, and such as were re- 
maining here from abroad, for the purpose of expressing their 
feelings respecting the disaster on the New York and New Haven 
railroad at Norwalk, in Connecticut, which resulted in the death 
of so many valuable members of the Association,” after adopting 
sundry resolutions expressive of their sentiments and sympathy 
with the bereaved, a committee of seven was appointed to devigs 
some suitable method of commemorating the event and the worth 
and professional character of our lamented associates, and to re- 
commend said plan to the next annual meeting of the Association. 
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At a meeting of the Committee thus appointed it was resolved, 
that, in the opinion of the Committee, the most appropriate 
method of carrying into effect the objects had in view in their ap- 
pointment, would be by preparing a narrative of the event, 
together with a brief biographical sketch of each individual, which 
shall embrace a notice of the birth-place, age, place of education, 
when and where they derived their medical authority, where loca- 
ted after entering the profession, tastes and habits of life, if any, 
to what particular branch of the profession devoted, what positions 
held in the profession, either as professors, presidents, or officers 
of Medical Societies, what literary labors, medical or otherwise, 
performed, what done to advance the science of Medicine; and 
that such narrative and biographical memoirs be published in the 
next volume of the transactions of the Association, 

The Chairman and Secretary of the Committee beg leave to 
state that, although they have taken measures to procure the ma- 
terials for preparing the Biographical Memoirs, answers to all the 
letters of inquiry have not been received. In reporting the above 
proceedings of the Committee to the Association, they wonld re- 
spectfully recommend the adoption of the plan proposed, and sug- 
gest that they be authorized to complete the narrative and memoirs 
in question, and to transmit them to the Committee of Publica- 


tion. 
JOS. M. SMITH, M. D., Chairman. 
To E, L. Brapie, M. D., Secretary. 

New York, April 24th, 1854. 

The following resolutions, passed at the annual meeting of the 
New Hampshire Medical Society, were read: 

At the Annual Meeting of the New Hampshire Medical Society 
holden at Concord, June 1, 1853, the following resolutions were 
unanimously adopted: 

Resolved, That it is the decided opinion of the New Hamp- 
shire State Medical Society that no Delegate should be admitted 
to membership in the American Medical Association, who repre- 
sents a Medical Society which numbers among its members any 
person or persons who adopt as their system of practice any form 
of empiricism. 

Resolved, That the Secretary of this Society be instructed to 
transmit a copy of this resolution to the Secretaries of each of the 
State Medical Societies, and to the Secretaries of the American’ 
Medical Association, previous to their next Annual Meeting. 

E. K. WEBSTER, 
Secretary N. H. Med. Society. 
Boscawen, June, 1853, 


Dr. Gross, of Louisville, Kentucky, offered the following reso- 


lution: 
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Resolved, That hereafter it shall be considered disorderly for 
this Association to give costly entertainments, 

Some discussion arose, and several amendments were offered; 
one of which was, that the word improper should be substituted 
for disorderly, and that liquor and cigars shall be excluded from 
such entertainments. 

Dr. Coons, of St. Louis, remarked in this connection, that the 
objects of the Society had been more directed to efforts of enter- 
tainment than to promote science. Several members advocated 
the adoption of the resolution without reference to what had taken 
place, but to provide against the practice becoming an evil in 
future. The resolution finally passed as amended. 


The Committee for the nomination of officers now appeared, 
and made the following report: 

President.—Cuartes A. Porr, M. D., of Missouri. 

Vice Presidents—E. D. Fenner, M. D., of Louisiana; N, 8. 
Davis, M. D., of Illinois; Wau. T. Wrace, M. D., of South Caro- 
lina; Joun Green, M. D., of Massachusetts, 

Secretaries.—E. 8. Lemoiwe, M. D., of Missouri; Franx Wesr, 
M. D., of Pennsylvania. 

Treasurer.—D. F. Connie, M. D., of Pennsylvania. 


The report was accepted, and the officers called to fill their 
several stations. Dr. Srorer, of Boston, Dr. Warre, of Buffalo, 
Dr. Braiarp, of Chicago, and Dr. Resp, of Tennessee, were ap- 
pointed a committee to conduct the newly appointed officers to 
their seats on the platform. 

Dr. Porz was not in attendance on account of sickness in his 
family, and the Senior Vice President was ealled upon to officiate 
in his stead. Dr. Fenner returned thanks for the honor conferred 
upon him, and regretted the absence of the President. 

On motion, the city of Philadelphia was fixed npon as the next 
place of meeting of the Association. 

Dr. Conpre, Chairman of the Committee of Publication, offered 
certain resolutions to the effect, that yearly dues of the members 
of the Association should not be less than three dollars, and insist- 
ing on their being regularly paid. The resolutions, after consid- 
erable discussion, were adopted. 

A resolution adopted by the Detroit Medical Association, ex- 
tending an invitation to the Association to hold its next annual 
meeting in Detroit, was now read. It was received and laid on 
the table. 

Dr. Atrer, on behalf of the committee to procure a stone with 
a suitable inscription for the monument of Washington, reported 
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that he had adopted, at the suggestion of the lamented Dr. Prr- 
son, of Salem, the design for the stone, representing Hippocrates 
refusing the presents of King Artaxerxes, who invited him to go 
to Persia and succour the enemies of Greece. The sculpture was 
on beautiful marble, by Samoxt Becx, a young artist of Lancaster 
county, Pennsylvania, from a dagnerreotype copy of Viarpot’s cel- 
ebrated picture, presented to him by Miss Anny L. Prersow. The 
execution of the work is in the highest style of art, and evinces 
extraordinary talents in the artist, 

The stone is of Vermont marble. The resolution authorizin 
the movement was adopted at Richmond. There was a lack 
funds for the accomplishment of this object to the amount of four 
hundred dollars, and members of the Association were respectfally 
invited to contribute, as they felt inclined, to make up the amount. 


On motion, Dr. Coartes Hooker was appointed Treasurer pro. 
tem., as the Treasurer elect was not in attendance. 

A gentleman now announced to the meeting that Dr. Por, the 
President elect, was in the room. Twoof the committee appointed 
for that purpose then escorted the President to the chair. He ad- 
dressed the Association in a few remarks as follows ;— 


GeENTLEMEN: There are occasions when the mouth is dumb, be- 
cause the heart is full. Such I feel my present position when I 
behold around me so many members of a noble profession, 1 am 
grateful for the honor you have conferred upon me, and however 
unworthy in other respects, I will yicld to none in a just apprecia- 
tion of the lofty and noble profession of which we are members. 
In this view, Gentlemen, I feel that the honor was not so much 
intended for myself as for the advances made in science by the 
profession generally, in the West. For myself, l return you the 
thanks of a grateful heart. 1 will endeavor to-act to the best of 
my abilities, and again I thank you. 


Dr. Ninian Pingney, of the U. 8. Navy, addressed the Associa- 
tion on the re-organization of the Medical Bureau of that branch 
of the publie service. 

The address was listened to with marked attention, and the elo- 
quent style and impassioned delivery of the speaker, proved him 
at once an enthusiastic lover of his profession, and possessed of a 
mind capable of mastering its subtleties and advancing its inter- 
ests in every department. His address explains itself, and will, 
we doubt not, prove interesting to members of the faculty, as well 
as to the general reader. 

A communication was received from the Hon. L. M. Kexyerr, 
inviting all the members of the delegation and the Faculty of the 
city in general, to partake of the hospitalities of his house, in an 
entertainment to be given in the evening. 
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A communication was also read from the President of the Board 
having charge of the Institution of the Blind, of St. Louis, inviting 
the members of the delegation to visit that Institution during their 
stay in the city. 

A resolution was adopted authorizing the Committee of Nomi- 
nation to nominate and appoint other committees that may be 
needed during the session. 

Drs. Moors, McPurerers and Reynvrn, extended general invi- 
tations to the members of the delegation to visit them at their resi- 
dences, 

The meeting then adjourned to nine o’clock next morning. 





SECOND DAY—WEDNESDAY. 


The meeting convened as per adjournment at nine o’clock, A. 
M., Dr. Pops, President, in the Chair. 

The minutes of the preceding day were read, and after one or 
two slight amendments, were adopted. 

On motion, it was resoived, that the Association adjourn the 
afternoon session at 4 o’clock, P. M. 

Dr. Arter, of Lancaster, Pennsylvania, moved that the memo- 
rial from the members of the American Medical Society of Paris 
to the American Medical Association, be read and referred to the 
Committee of Medical Education, which motion carried. The 
memorial is as follows: 


Memorial of the American Medical Society of Paris, to the 

American Medical Association: 

We, the members of the American Medical Society of Paris, 
beg, through our delegates to present the following memorial: 

The National Association of the United States has had its origin 
mainly from the consciousness felt by physicians of the low state 
of medical education in our country, and from the desire univer- 
sally entertained by them of elevating the standard of the medical 
profession. We, by our sojourn abroad, from our intercourse with 
those educated here, have become more painfully conscious of our 
infirmities and deficiencies at home, and for this reason beg leave 
once more to urge upon the Association the necessity of a change. 
While acknowledging, however, the superiority of education in 
Europe, we are far from desiring to arrive at equality by imitating 
their methods. We therefore beg to urge the following plan for 
the consideration of the Association: That in each State there be 
appointed by the Medical Society of the State a Board of Examin- 
ers, which Board shall be chosen every year from members of the 
Society, and which shall perform its duties the following year in 
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the place, and immediately before the sitting of the State Medical 
Society; that their examinations be public, and that every one 
whomsoever may apply who shall be introduced by a member of 
the Society; and that no one can hereafter become a member of 
the State Medical Societies nor of the American Medical Associa- 
tion who has not the certificate of having satisfactorily passed such 
an examination. As to the qualifications to be required of the 
candidate, we do not think it advisable to enter into particulars. 
They should not, however, believe in any peculiar doctrines or 
methods; no certificates of attendance upon courses of lectures 
should be necessary, but solely the possession of the necessary 
amount of medical knowledge to practice his profession with safety 
and honor, This plan in no way interferes with the established 
schools; its effect upon them could only be salutary. Students 
would attend those institutions where tliose branches of a medical 
education that can only be acquired by attendance upon lectures 
are best taught. 

All of which is respectfully submitted to the consideration of 


the Association. 
Dre. HAMMER, &t. Louis. 
Dr. MURPHY, Cincinnati. 


The President announced the reading and consideration of the 
annual reports of committees would now be in order. The follow 
ing chairmen of committees submitted abstracts of their reports o1 
the diseases and epidemics committed to their investigation, as 
appearing in their several sections and districts. 

Dr. F. Coxpm, of Philadelphia, on the Causes of Tubercular 
Disease, was not prepared to report, and requested further time. 

Dr. Geo. B. Woop, of Philadelphia, on Diseases of Parasitic 
origin not being present, had sent a verbal request to be discon- 
tinued. His request was accordingly granted. 

Dr. Joun A. Atier, of Lancaster, Pa., on Epidemics of New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland, not being pre- 
pared to make a full report, requested to be continued on the same 
committee. 

Dr. D. J. Cam, of Charleston, 8. C., on Epidemics of South 
Carolina, Florida, Georgia and Alabama, read an abstract of his 
report. It was referred to the Committee on Publication. 

Dr. W. L. Surron, of Georgetown, Ky., on Epidemics of Ten- 
nessee and Kentucky. He had made a partial report, but of such 
meagre materials that he requested to be continued. His report 
was referred to the Committee of Publication when ready. 

Dr. Grorck Menpennatt, of Cincinnati, O., on the Epidemics 


of Ohio, Indiana, and Michigan. He presented a report for the 
years 1852 and 1853, from which he read a brief abstract. The 
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report was referred to the Committee on Publication with the 
request to have it published in the proceedings of the present 
year. 

Drs, Pater and Arzee each spoke at some length of the great 
and lasting good that might be accomplished if all the members 
of the Association would duly record their individual experience 
of epidemics, and report all such cases to the Chairmen of Com- 
mittees. Dr. Arixe had been two years Chairman of such a com- 
mittee and during that time had only received two such reports, 
one from New York, and a partial one from Pennsylvania. He 
stated that he had used great exertions to get professional men to 
co-operate in this work, and appealed to the whole faculty to do 
everything in their power to promote this great object. He very 
ably impressed the necessity of co-operation by all the profession 
with the several committees having these reports in charge. 

Dr. R. S. Hormes, of St. Louis, Mo., on Epidemic Erysipelas 
read an abstract of his report. It was referred to the Committee 
on Publication. 


Dr. E. D Fenner, of New Orleans, on Epidemics of Louisiana, 
Mississippi, Texas and Arkansas. He read a comprehensive ab- 
stract ot his report—dwelling principally on the ravages of the 
cholera and yellow fever, and the causes and the means of treat- 
ment, 

Dr. Fenner had not completed his report, and Dr. McParrrers 
offvred a resolution that Dr. Fenner be reqnested to complete his 
report, and submit it to the Committee on Publication to be pub- 
lished. The resolution was adopted. 


Dr. Musser, of Cincinnati, now made a motion to suspend the 
order of regular business, to allow Dr, Linton, of St. Louis, to ex- 
press his views with regard to the Pathology of the Yellow Fever. 
A suspension of business was made for this purpose. 

He expressed his views very clearly and at some length on this 
subject. He advocated the idea that vegetable decomposition was 
not necessary to the production of the autumnal diseases of this 
country. He considered yellow fever nothing more than an ag- 
gravated type of bilious fever, caused by the retention of hydro- 
carbonaceous substances in the blood. In other words, the agen- 
cies producing yellow fever where Northern blood subject to the 
heat of Southern latitudes. 

A motion was made and carried, that Dr. Lixroy be requested 
to draw up the substance of his remarks, to be presented to the 
Committee of Publication. 

Dr. Dantet Bratarp, of Chicago, Ill., on the Constitution and 
Local Treatment of Carcinoma. LHe requested further time, to 
make a full report. 
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Dr. N. S. Davis, of Chicago, Ill., on the Influence of Local 
Cireumstances on the Origin and Prevalence of Typhoid Fever. 
The report, of which he read a brief abstract, was referred to the 
Committee on Publication. 

Dr. Donarpson, of Baltimore, on the Present and Prospective 
value of the Microscope in Disease. Dr. Donatpson, in a com- 
munication, stated that his report was complete, but he not being 
aw it was, without reading, referred to the Committee on 
-ublication. 


The report of the Committee on Medical Educaticn was received 
but owing to its length, its reading was passed over. It was re- 
ferred to the Committee on Publication, 

Dr. Porr, Chairman of the Committee on Prize Essays and 
Volunteer Communications, now made the following report: 


Mr. Prestpent; The Committing on Prize Essays and Volunteer 
Communications, respectfully report that the Essays submitted to 
their consideration were nine in number, of which one was pre- 
sented as a volunteer communication. The committee have care- 
fully examined the whole of these Essays and bestowed upon them 
the attention which a sense of the importance of the duty assigned 
them imposes. They feel free to say that some of these Essays 
possess undoubted merit, both in matter and style, and they admit 
in them evidence of high stientific attainment as well as a fami- 
liarity with the graces of composition. But whilst cheerfully ac- 
cording these claims to their authors, the committee have prefer- 
red to be governed in their choice by considerations of originality 
and practical import, rather than of mere theoretic speculation, 
however finely portrayed. The committee, have, consequently, 
concluded te award but a single prize. The Essay selected is en- 
titled “An Essay on a new method of treating Ununited  Frac- 
tures and certain Deformities of the Osseous System,” It bears a 
motto in French, which, being literally rendered in modern En- 
glish, reads, ‘‘and notwithstanding all the pains | have hereto- 
fore taken, I have reason to praise God, in that it hath pleased 
Him to call me to that branch of Medical practice commonly 
called Surgery, which can neither be bonght by gold nor by silver, 
but by industry alone and long experience.” 

If it please the Association I will now break the seal of the 
packet superscribed by the same motto, and declare the name of 
the successful competitor. 


Dr. Por then broke the seal and announced the name of Pror. 
Bratnarp of Chicago. 

Dr. McPurerers moved that Pror. Danrer. Bramarp take the 
stand and give the Association an abstract of his new mode of 
treating fractures, &c., which motion was carried, and Pror. 
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Brararp accordingly came forward, and in an able manner gave 
the requisite information. 


Dr. Hooxer, of Connecticut, Treasurer, now introduced the 
subject of annual assessments, and called the attention of the 
Association to the fact that he was ready to receive the dues of 
members. 

Dr. Exsert offered certain resolutions to the effect that a com- 
mittee be appointed to recommend to the next annual meeting, for 
consideraiion, any alteration they might deem necessary in the 
Constitution, By-Laws, &c., and also that the place of holding 
future annual meetings of the Association be determined by ballot, 
without the intervention of the Nominating Committee. The reso- 
lutions, after much discussion, were lost. 

Dr. Gururte offered the following resolutions, which were unan- 
imously carried: 

Resolved, That in the Secretary of the Treasury’s recommenda- 
tion to Congress to abolish or materially modify the duty on such 
crude drugs not producible in this country, as are used in the 
laboratories of the country in the manufacture of chemicals, we 
recognize a wise provision for the future protection of the profes- 
sion and the community at large, from impure and sophisticated 
medicines. 


Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be signed by the 
proper officers of this Association, and transmit the same to the 
Secretary of the Treasury and to the Comittee on Ways and 
Means. 

Dr. J. B. Jomnson now stated to the meeting that he hada 
letter from Dr. Sternen Witiams, of Illinois, enclosing a preamble 
and resolutions, which he desired to read to the meeting. He 
then read the letter, of which the following is a copy: 


American Medical Biography, for the American Medical As- 
sociation assembled at St. Louis. 


Mr. Presipent; At the last meeting of the Association at New 
York, I presented the following preamble and resolution through 
my friend Dr, Stewart of New Fork, which, with some amend- 
ments were laid on the table: 

As we are constantly called upon to deplore the ravages of death 
among the illustrious and worthy members of our profession 
throughout the United States. 

Resolved, That a Standing Committee be appointed by the As- 
sociation to procure memorials of the eminent and worthy dead 
among the distinguished physicians of our country, and present 
them to this Association for publication in the transactions. 

I now beg leave to call up the resolution through my friend Dr. 
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J. B. Jonnson, of St. Lonis. The medical biography of our coun- 
try is intimately related to the history of it, as the lives of eminent 
men are identified with the history of the times in which the 
lived. In the United States there have been, and are to be found, 
medical men whose lives and actions are ornaments to human 
nature, and whose brilliant career in the cause of humanity and 
science reflect honor and dignity upon our country. We suffer 
nothing in this respect in conrparison with the learned and emi- 
nent physicians in Europe. 

The profession of medicine contains more learned and distin- 
guished men than any other profession or calling, and some me+ 
morial of their lives and actions should be persented to the world 
in a more durable form than the periodicals of the day, and. jiar- 
ticularly of the newspaper press. A more permanent aud proper 
place for the publication of such memorials, would be in the Trans- 
actions of the American Medical Association, and without dispa- 
rangement to any other articles which have heretofore been pub 
lished in these Transactious—which memorials would be read by 
the members of the profession with great interest and improve- 
ment. Short biographies need take up but little room in the pub- 
lication, and this objection to the proposed movement may be ob- 
viated. We are constantly noticing that death spares no rank or 
condition of men. Those who contend most skillfully against his 
insatiate ravages, themselves fall victims to his all conquerin 
sword. Within a very short space of time, we have been call 
to lament the dea.’ of Dr. Narman Cuapman, the former President 
of this Associatiou, of Dr. Saux: G. Morrox, Wma. E. Horyer, 
Isaac Parrisu, G.S. Parrison, J. Kearney Roperrs, Dax. Drake, 
the great medical pioneer of the West, Samugt MoCretian, Amos 
Swrronett, Asret Pierson, G. OC, Suarrvck, Arompatp Wetcn, 
and very many others which time will not permit me to enume- 
rate. 

This is not the place to speak their eulogies, Some permanent 
notice of them and of many others who have recently died, should 
be published in the Transactions of this Association, where the 
useful improvements and discoveries of the living should be re- 
corded, and the memories of the worthy dead should be preserved, 
I hope the resolution will prevail. 

[Signed,] STEPHEN W. WILLIAMS, 
Lavina, Winnebago county, Illinois, late of Dezrrmrp, Massa- 
chusetts. 

The Preamble and Resolutions referred to in the foregoing, 
were then on motion adopted. The Chair then announced that 
he would appoint the Committee, contemplated by the resolution, 
hereafter. 

Dr. McIzvatne offered the following resolution: 
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Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, the practice 
of Professors reading lectures to their classes, no matter with how 
much care selected from the musty records of antiquity, is a mis- 
erable apology for teaching, is prima facie evidence of their 
inaptness to instruct, and is inimicable to medical progress. 

It was, on motion, laid on the table. 

Dr. Frenou submitted the following resolution, which was car- 
ried: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to enquire what State 
or other Society, represented in this Association, are in fellowship 
with irregular practitioners. 

Dr. Biacurorn, of Troy, read a letter from Dr. A. D. Spore, 
stating that he (Dr. Spore) had been for some time investigating 
the subject of Hydrophobia, to ascertain what influence the 
weather had upon the disease, and in the letter he requested that 
communications on the subject might be sent to him by members 
of the Faculty who had opportunities of making observations. 
Dr. Spore not being e delegate it was moved that Dr. Bracurorp 
be appointed Chairman of a Committee for the investigation of 
this subject. 

The following resolution was offered by Dr. Dowex: 

Resolved, That a committee be appointed to investigate the 
improvements of the instruments for Lithotomy by Naruan R. 
Sarra, Paci F. Eve, and Dr. McDowext. 

The resolution was laid on the table. 

The following was offered by Dr. 8. M. Surrn, of Columbus, 
Ohio, which was carried: 

Resolved, That a Standing Committee of be appointed by 
the Association on the subject of Insanity as it prevails in this 
country, including its causaiire as hereditary transmission, educa- 
tional influences, physical and moral, social and political institu- 
tions, &c. Its forms and complications, curability and means of 
cure and prevention. 

The announcement was now made that at 4 o’clock, P. M., there 
would be fifteen omnibuses at the door of the Hall awaiting the 
members of the Association, together with numerous buggies and 
carriages, to conduct them to the residence of Cot. OF ation, who 
had extended them a general invitation to an entertainment. 


The meeting adjourned to 3 o'clock in the afternoon. 








AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Association met as per adjournment. 
Dr. Samcet P. Warr, of the University of Buffalo, submitted 
the following resolution, which was carried: 
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Resolved, That the thanks of this Association be presented to 
Dr. J. Kieu, late President, for the very dignified, courteous 
and efficient manner in which he presided over its deliberations, 
and that he be respectfully requested to furnish the usual address 
for publication. 

The Committee appointed by the American Medical Associa- 
tion to devise or consider some comprehensive plan for the more 
general, systematic and thorvugh investigation of subjects con- 
nected with medical science, made a report, to which was ap- 
pended the following resolution: 

Resolved, That the American Medical Association hereby re- 
commends all Medical Socicties to establish, in accordance with 
the plan detailed in the foregving report, special committees for 
the selection, investigation, elaboration and publication of all 
subjects of interest connected with medical science, 

The resolution carried, and the report and resloution was refer- 
red to the Committee on Vublication. 

Dr. At_ez communicated to the meeting that he had received a 
letter from Dr. Partsu, Chairman of the Committe on Epidemics 
of New Jersey, stating that his report was jet unfinished, Lut 
would soon be ready tor publication. 

On motion, it was directed to be handed over to the Committee 
on Publication when finished. 

Mr. Davis presented some specimens of milk té the Association, 
which he explained would, if used, prevent many of the diseases 
tu which children are subject, arising trom using putrid milk, Ie 
respectfully submitted the specimens to the consideration of the 
Association. 

After a session of half an hour, the meeting adjourned till nine 
o'clock next morning. 


THIRD DAY—TIURSDAY. 


The Association convened at nine o'clock, A. M. Dr. Porn, 
President, in the Chair. 

On motion, the regular order of business was suspended for the 
perpees of filling the vacancy in the Nominating Committee from 
owa, 

On motion, Dr. MoGinean was chosen to fill the vacancy. 

The minutes of Wednesday's proceedings were read, and after 
a few unimportant amendments, were adopted. 

Dr. McPueerers stated to the Association that arrangements 
had been made with the different lines of travel from the city, to 
convey the members of the Association to their homes, tree of 
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charge; and that all the lines and companies had agreed to the 
arrangement, excepting the New York and [ludson River Rail- 
road Company. 

The Secretary now read a communication from the Chairman 
of the Nominating Committee, requesting that body to meet. 
Also, a communication tendering the hospitality of the city of 
Burlington, lowa, to those members who return by the Upper 
Mississippi. 

Dr. Artes offered the following resolution, which carried: 

Resolved, That it shall be the duty of the Publication Commit- 
tee to append to each volume of the transactions hereafter pub- 
lished, a copy of the Constitution of the Association. 

The following resolution, offered by Dr. Gross, was also carried 
and Dr. Gross was appointed by the Chair the committee desig- 
nated : 

Resolved, That a Committee of one be appointed by the Chair 
to inquire into the causes which obstruct the formation and estab- 
lishment of our National Medical Literature, and to report the 
subject at the next annual meeting of this Association, or as svon 
thereafter as practicable. 

The following communination from the Engineer and Superin- 
tendent of the Pacitic Railroad, was read by the President: 


Dr. Wasninetoy, Chairman of the Committee of Arrangements. 

Dear Sir: I am authorized by the Directors of the Pacific Rail- 
road to offer to your Committee the use of the road, at your con- 
venience, in case you sheuld desire to show to the members of the 
Medical Society that are expected to meet here, the country in the 
neighborhood of St. Louis, and go a few miles out on what we 
hope will in time be the road to the Pacific Ocean. 

f you will give me one day’s notice, | will send out a special 
train, at such an hour as may suit your arrangemeuts. 
Very respectfully, 
THOS. 8. O’SULLIVAN, 
Eng. and Sup’t. 

On motion of Dr. Arixx, a vote of thanks was extended by the 
Association to the Directors of the Pacitic Railroad. 

The Chairman of the Committee of Assangements moved that 
the Association accept the invitation of the Company—with the 
information that 10 o’clock, A. M., on Friday would be a conve- 
nient hour for the excursion to be made, as this would allow op- 
portunity for delegates, who wished to leave the city in the after- 
noon, to be in season for boats, trains, &c. 

Dr. J. Berrien Linpstey offered the tollowing resolution, which, 
on motion, was referred to the Committee on Medical Educatiun, 
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with instructions to report at the next Annual Meeting of the 
Association : 


Resolved, That this Association earnestly recommend to the 
few Western schools which still retain the rule of making four 
years’ practice equivalent to one term at College, the abrogation 
of said rule, as holding out a strong inducement and temptation 
to young men to enter upon the practice of medicine with little 
or no preparation. 

Dr. Pavut F. Eve, of Nashville, Tenn., submitted a resolution, 
which, after amendment, was carried : 


Resolved, That a Committee of three be appointed by the Chair 
to report at the rext meeting of the Association, the best means 
for preventing the introduction of disease by emigrants into our 
country. 


The Chair appointed Drs. Dicxsoy, Grisoom, and E. D. Fexner 
the Comunittee. 

Dr. Linton, of St. Louis, offered the following resolution which 
was also referred to the above named Committee, 


Resolved, That in the opinion of this Association, Quarantine 
establishments afford no protection to States and cities against the 
invasion of epidemics such as cholera and yellow fever. 


Dr. Penn offered the following resolution, which was carried: 


Resolved, That the members of the Committee of Arrange- 
ments who are not members of the Medical Association, be invi- 
ted to take seats in this Association, as members by invitation. 

Dr. Jayne arose and offered a resolution in relation to the me- 
morial from the American Medical Society at Paris, to the Ameri- 
can Medical Association, which was, at a previous meeting, refer- 
red to the Committee on Education. 


Resolved, That the memorial from Drs. Haser and Murpsy 
be withdrawn from the Committee on Education. 


Dr. Jayne spoke at some length regarding the memorial refer- 
red to and the object of his resolution. 


He stated that such a document implied the inefficiency of 
American Professors of Medicine to give students a complete and 
thorough scientific education, and cast unjust and shameful reflec- 
tions upon the capacity of medical men in this country. He con- 
tended that such a document, being so disposed of, appearing in 
the published proceedings of the American Medical Association, 
to be read in all parts of the Union, would confer a lasting dis- 
grace on the judgment and deliberations of that body, and on the 
whole Faculty in this country. He warmly supported the object 
of the resvlution, and submitted it. 


: 
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Dr. Atrre remarked in this connection, that he knew something 
of the motives of the young men who wrote it, and was convinced 
that it was dictated by the best int. ntions, and without any desire 
on the part of the authors, to underrate the members of the pro- 
fession, or inedical science in this country. 

Dr. Etnerr entered warmly into the discussion, and remarked 
that the Association should act upon the document as it appeared. 
That it spoke for itseif, and that the Association had nothing to 
do with intentions outside of the language of the document. 

Dr. Mcltvariw wished the objection to the document more clearly 
specified than he had yet heard it. Le believed it to have been 
sent in good faith. 

Dr. Epcar then made some statements about the loose and in- 
competent education received by some Physicians in this country 
in certain schools, before they were considered qualified and pcr- 
mitted to enter upon the practice of the profession. Le instanced 
two young men who had commenced the study of medicine in his 
office, and whom after remaining six or eight months he candidly 
told that they would never make competent Physicians. The 
young men left, and in eighteen months or two years trom that 
time they were regular practicing physicians, having passed 
througn some school which he did not name. Le contended that 
some protection was necessary. Le said, moreover, that an effort 
was made some time ago in this State to establish a Board of 
Censors, under whose examination every student should be re- 
quired to pass before entering upon the duties of the profession, 
but that it failed, the physicians arising en masse against it, with 
the single exception of Dr. Linton 

After some more discussion the memorial was withdrawn from 
the Committee of Education and laid on the table. 

A communication was read from Dr. Presces, chairman of the 
Committee on Epidemics of Virginia and North Carolina, request- 
ing to be excused from the committee. The request was granted. 

The Secretary stated that a document had been received from 
Dr. Puevrs, of New York, purporting to be an abstract of a paper 
explaining the relation between medicine and religion. 

On motion the regular business was suspended to give place to 
the reading of the report of the Nominating Cummittee, of which 
the following is a copy: 

REPORT OF TUE COMMITTEE ON NOMINATIONS. 


The Committee on Nominations, in fulfilling the duty imposed 
upon then., recommend the continuance of several of the special 
coumittees previously created, and the appointment of sume new 
ones. They, therefore, submit the following list of Chairmen of 
special committees, with the subjects to them committed: 
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Dr. Worritneton Looker, of New Haven, Conn., on Epidem- 
ics of New England and New York. 

Dr. Joun L. Aries, of Lancaster, Penn’a., on Epidemics of New 
Jersey, Pennsylvania, Delaware, and Maryland. 

Dr. D. J. Caty, of Charleston, South Carolina, on Epidemics of 
South Carolina, Florida, Georgia, and Alabama. 

Dr. W. L. Surron, of Georgetown, Ky., on Epidemics of Ten- 
nessee, and Kentucky. 

Dr. Tuomas Reyourn, of St. Louis, Mo., on Epidemics of Mis- 
souri, Illinois, lowa, and Wisconsin. 

Dr. Gvorce Menpennact, of Cincinnati, Ohio, on Epidemics of 
Ohio, ludiana, and Michigan. 

Dr. E. D. Fenner, of New Orleans, La., on Epidemics of Mis- 
sissippi, Louisiana, Arkansas, and Texas. 

Dr. James Jones, of New Orleans, La., on the mutual relations 
of yellow and bilious remittent fever. 

Dr. D. F. Conor, of Philadelphia, Penn‘a., on the causes of 
Tuberculous disease. 

Dr. Jos. Lemy, of Philadelphia, Pa., on diseases of the Parastic 
Origin. 

Dr. A. P. Merritt, of Memphis, Tenn., on the Physiological 
Peculiarities and Diseases of Negroes. 

Dr. Jos. N. McDowett, of St. Louis, Mo., on Statistics of the 
operation for the removal of Stone in the Bladder. 

Dr. F. P. Poroner, of Charleston, South Calolina, on the Toxi- 
cological and Medicinal properties of our Cryptogamic plants. 

Dr. Dan't Brarwarp, of Chicago, Illinois, on the Constitutional 
and Local Treatment of Corcinoma. 

Dr. Geo. Enaieman, of St. Louis, Mo., on the Influence of Geo- 
logical Formations on the Character of Disease. 

Dr. Ilenry Taytor, of Mount Clemmens, Mich., on Dysentery. 

Dr. Lorace Green, of New York, on the use and effect of appli- 
cations of Nitrate of Silver to the Throai in Local or General 
disease. 

Dr. P. C. Goocu, of Richmond, Va., on the administration of 
Anesthetic agents, during Parturition. 

Dr. Cuas. Hooker, of New Ilaven, Conn., on the diet of the 
sick. 

Dr. E. R. Dasyey, of Clarksville, Tenn., on certain forms of 
Eruptive Fevers, prevalent in Middle Tennessee. 
_ Dr. Saxrorn B. Llunr, of New York, on the Hygrometrical 
State of the Atmosphere in various localities, and its influence on 
health. 
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Dr. Frank I, [amitton, of Buffalo, New York, on the fre- 
quency of deformities in fractures. 

Dr. M. M. Pauten, of St. Louis, Mo., on diseases of the Pros- 
trate Gland. 

Dr. H. A. Jonnson, of Chicago, Illinois, on the Excretions as 
an index to the Organic changes going on in the system. 

Dr. Leroy Hl. Anperson, of Sumpterville, Ala., on Typhoid 
Fever and its complications as it prevails in Alabama. 

Dr. W. Il. Byrorp, of Evansville, Ia., on the Pathology and 
Treatment of Scrofula. 

Dr. N. 8. Davis, of Chicago, Illi., on the Nutritive qualities of 
Milk, and the influence produced thereon by pregnancy and men- 
struation in the human female, and by pregnancy in the cow, and 
also on the question whether there is not some mode by which the 
nutritive constituents of milk can be preserved in their purity and 
sweetness, and furnish d to the inhabitants of cities in such quan- 
tities as to supercede the present defective and often unwholesume 
method of supply. 

Dr. E. B. Uasxts. of Clarkesville Tenn., on the Microscopical 
Investigations of Malignant Tumors. 

Dr. Geo. K. Grant, of Memphis, Tenn., on the Sulphate of 
Quiuia as a remedial agent in tne treatment of Fevers. 

Dr. R. R. Meltvain, of Cincinnati, Ohio, on the study of Path- 
ology at the bedside. 

Dr. E. 8. Cooper, of Peoria, Ill., on Orthopedic Surgery. 

Dr, Anprew F. Jerer, of Palmyra, Mo., on the modus operandi 
of the envenomed secretivns of healthy animals. 

Dr. 8. M. Sarra, of Columbus, Ohio, on Insanity. 

Dr. Rene La Rocne, of Poser ts 00 l’enn’a., on the Jaundice 
of Yellow Fever in its Diagnostical and Prognostical revelations. 

Dr. Cuas. Cuanpier, of Rocheport, Mo., on malignant periodic 
fevers. 

Dr. R. S. Cuasn, of Portland, Maine, on Typhoid fever in 
Maine. 

Committee on Plans of Organization for State and County So- 
cieties.—A. B. Palmer, Michigan; R. R. Mellvain, Ohio; D. L. 
McCugin, Iowa; E. R. Peaslee, New Uampshire; Thomas Lips- 
comb, Tenn. 

Committee on Medical Literature.—Robert J. Breckenridge, 
Kentucky; A. A. Gould, Mass; D. L. McGugen, lowa; J. B. 
Flint, Ky.. O. M. Langdon, Ohio. 

Committee on Medical Education—Wnm. II. Anderson, Ala.; 
A. Lopez, Ala.; Andrew Murray, Mich.; A. Ramsey, Tenn.; R. 
D. Ross. 
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Comm‘ttee on Prize Essays.—Rene La Roche, Pa; Tsaac Tavs, 
Pa.; Al red Stille, Pa; J. B. Biddle, Pa.; Geo. W. Norris, Pa.; 
Juseph Carson, Pa.; Joseph Leidey, Pa. 

Committee of Arrangements—Isaac Hays, Pa.; G. Emmerson, 
Pa.; Wilson Jewell, Pa.; Alired Stille, Pa.; Francis West, Pa.; 
Wm V. Keating, Pa. 

Committee on Publication —Pliny Earle, New York; D. Fran- 
‘eis Cundie, Pa.; E.S. Lemoine, Mo.; A. March, N. Y.; E. H. 
Davis, N. Y.; OC. R. Gilman, N. Y. 

A warm discussion arose un the proposition to place a majority 
of physicians of New York on the Publication Committee, the 
effect of which would be to transfer the printing of the Transac- 
tions from Philadelphia to that city. The discussion continued 
for two or three hours, when the Association touk a recess. 





AFTERNOON SESSION. 


The Association convened at three o’clock. Dr. Pops in the 
Chair. 

A resolution was offered by Dr. Storer in relation to perma- 
nent members, which was unanimously carried. 

The Treasurer said that he had an announcement to make for 
the benefit of the friends of the Association. He stated that in the 
morning he had taken a ten guilder piece, mistaking it for five 
dollars, and had in his possession a three dollar doubtfal bill, 
which the Brokers refused, and that one of the members had 
taken a receipt for three dollars without paying the money. Ile 
advocated the rectifying of these mistakes. 

A resolntion was offered to the effect that W. S. Maus, M. D.. 
of Pekin, IIL, be elected a permanent member—which was carried 
unanimously. 

Dr. Aree offered the following resolution, which was carried: 

Resolved, That this Association earnestly recommend to their 
medical brethren in those States in which Societies do not exist, 
the immediate organization of State and County Medical Societies. 

Dr. Ramsey offered a resolution, which, on motion of Dr. Coons, 
was laid on the table. 

Dr. Breckenrince offered a resolution to the following effect: 

Resolved. That the papers and documents of the Association 
shall hereafter be the exclusive property of the Association. 

Which, as amended by Dr. Sara, was carried. 

Dr. Puerps, of New York, again requested to read the docn- 
ment which he presented in the morning, and the reading of 
which was deferred to allow the Committee of Nominations to 
make their report. 
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Mr. Pretrs took the stand, and read the following abstract: 


The document [ hold in my hand purports to be an abstract of 
a paper which traces the connection existing between medicine 
an! religion in its origin and progress, and might receive the tol- 
fuwing style, to wit: 

Religion an Element in Medicine, or the duties and obligations 
of the profession. 

It naturally divides itself into parts; the.former is mainly pic- 
torial, the latter suggestive and practical. The general scope and 
bearing of the subject may be embraced under the tullowing heads: 

The substance and general outline may be stated in the fullow- 
ing propositions; 

1. A recognition of the complex nature of man, his immortality, 
free-agency, natural religious propensities, and susceptibility of 
indefinite intellectual improvement. 

2. That medicine, or the art of healing, as an art, must have 
been of very ancient origin, probably céeval with, or shortly sub- 
sequent to the fall of man; but, as a science, of much later date. 


3. That the earliest anthentie record of medicine and the pro- 
fession, and the collateral art of the apothecary, is to be found in 
the Bible, and localized in Egypt, the great depositury of learning 
and art in that early age. 

4, That among the Israelites under the Theocracy, and down to 
the time of the Apostles, medicine and the profession were more 
or less identified with, or under the direction of the patriarchs, 
prophets, priests and evangelists, or other proininent and good 
men, 

5. That the Greeks, though idolaters, were nevertheless deeply 
imbued with a sense of the claims and sacred obligations of their 
religious rights, and that [lippocrates and his disciples, as evi- 
denced in the celebrated oath bearing his name, avouched the 
highest religious sanctions in entering upon the responsible duties 
of the proiessiun of medicine. 

6. That through the long night of the dark ages, the convulsions 
the vice and duwntall of nations, science, medicine and religion 
feel the shock—langnish and struggle for an uncertain existence, 
but are nut destroyed; and with the dawning of the reformation 
and the consequent revival of learning, and the spirit of free in- 
quiry, the arts, science and medicine as well as religion, receiving 
new impulses extend their domains, freedom of thought develops 
new elements of improvement, and the commonwealth of letters 
measurably disenthralled, gives lustre and momentum to knowl- 
edye, and high promise of success to succeeding yenerations. 

7. That the art of printing—the discovery of a new continent— 
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of the circulation of the blood, and the publishing to the world the 
great princi} les of the Bactonian philosophy, together with the 
mere general diffusion of the doctrines of the Reformation, gave 
new and increased energy and extension to thought, science, med- 
icine, and the arts of civilized life, during the period included be- 
tween the last half of the fifteenth and near tue close of the seven- 
teenth century. 

8. That still another and brighter era dawned upon the world in 
the last half of the eighteenth century, in ascertaining the iden- 
tity of the electric fluid and | ghtning—the discovery of galvanism 
of carbonic acid gas, of oxygen gas, and the consequent develop- 
ment of the broad field of pneumatic chemistry, and pari passu 
with these, the increased diffusion of Christian principles and 
benevolence as exhibited in the Bible, and other kindre| socie- 
ties—hospitals, aliushouses. asylums and other numerous charita- 
ble institutions—very much of the efficiency of which depends 
upon the science, the time, the sacrifice and exposure of the medi- 
ca] profession. 

9. That the scientific and other general developments of the last 
fifty years have been rapid above all human conception; every 
department and enterprise feels the mighty impulse, not an ocean 
or continent escapes the scrutiny of the age. The long standing 
problem proposed by Columbus, of a northwest passage, is solved, 
Air, steain, and electricity yield subserviency to the will of man 
and execute his pleasure. Time and space are measurably anni- 
hilated. Remote parts gf the country are brought into neighbor- 
hood. Intercommunication, hitherto so difficult between distant 
nations, is facilitated; the benign principles of the Gospel wend 
their way; and hence the indication of the early universal ditfu- 
sion of light and knowledge, and the final mental emancipation of 
our race. 

10. That in elaborating the world’s destiny, religion is the 
great and all pervading element, and that even now it exerts a con- 
trolling or modifying influence, commanding the homage and 
respect, either directly or indirectly, of all classes and professions, 

11. That this influence is felt and receives the sanction and ac- 
knowledyment not only of the profession, as evidenced in our code 
of ethics, but specially also as witnessed in lectures, professors and 
presidents in their addresses, and other official acts in our colleges 
and schouls of medicine. 

12. That this moral influence as a necessary sequence in pro- 
fessional intercourse with the people and with each other, is ex- 
erted on man, complex in his nature, consisting of soul and body, 
and tese reciprocal in their action and influence, and contingent 
in results here aud hereatter, more or less upun professivual inter- 
vention in the treatment of disease. 
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13. That hence we deduce inferentially, the solemn and re- 
sponsible professional relation existing between the physician and 
his patients, and that in consonance both with the requirements 
of our code of ethics an! the judgment of those high and honored 
in the profession, it is obligatory on the practitioner in grave di- 
sease, seasonably to take the initiatory demanded either fur busi- 
ness arrangements, or leading to that consolation which religion 
ean afford. 

14. That the prudent and discreet inculcation of the truths of 
the Gospel and the method of man’s redemption by a Mediator, 
insteal of exerting an injurious effect upun bodily disease has 
often quite a contrary tenlency, arresting the attention of the 
patient —leading to a different train of thought, and thus sensibly 
relieving anguish of mind and pain of body—beyetting trust, con- 
fidence and joy and often ending in fatal cases in a peaceful and 
triumphant death. 

15. That from the general scope of the subject, the compound 
nature of man, his eternity, accountability, religious propensities, 
intellectual susceptibility and the reciprocal action of body and 
min! in health and disease, the doctrine is educed of the para- 
mount duty of the profession to their patients nut only a3 regards 
the body in disease, but also the higher interests of the immortal 
spirit. And hence, also, the just claim of religion, the great an- 
esthetic of the immortal mind, to be considered an element in 
medicine or the healing art. 

The foregoing propositions are enforced by such considerations 
and reflections as are suggested in support of the general subject. 

New York. JAMES L, PHELIS. 

The document was referred to a Special Committee, to be ap- 
pointed by the Chair. 

The President named Drs. Arte, Sayre and Marcu, to serve 
on the committee. 

A motion was now made to proceed to the regular business, 
which was carried. 

Dr. Eve moved that the matter relating to the report of the 
Committee on Nomination, and the blank occasioned by the 
amen:lment offered by Dr. Reysury, which was adopted in Com- 
mittee of the Whole, be referred back to the Nominating Comunit- 
tee tor the purpose of filling up the blank, which was lust. 


The question then came up upon adopting the original report of 
the Committee of Nomination. A discussivn arose, participated 
in by Drs. Beeckenrince, Atiee, Sayre Srorer, McDows tt, 
Wuirre, and others. It was in character much the same as that of 
the morning, becoming very animated, and at times personal teel- 
ing aud sectional jealuusy were evinced. 
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The original report of the Committee was at length adopted. 

After the vote was announced the delegation from Philadelphia, 
through Dr. La Rocue, announced that they would take the respon- 
sibility of tendering the resignation of Dr. Connie, of Philadelphia, 
Treasurer Of the Association. After some little discussion the 
resignation of Dr. Conprz was accepted. 

Dr. Wrst, of Philadelphia, one of the Secretaries, then tendered 
his resignation, and the question being upon accepting it it was 
lost. 

Dr. Breckxmrings, of Kentucky, then offered the following reso- 
lution, which was carried: 

Resolved, That hereafter the majority of the Committee on Pub- 
lication shal] be selected from the physicians of that city in which 
the Association may annually meet. 

A vote of thanks was then unanimously returned to Dr. Conpre 
for the able, zealous and impartial manner with which he had dis- 
charged his duties as Treasurer. 

A resolution was reported to amend the Constitution, which 
provides that its annual meetings shall be held on the first Mon- 
day in May, and substitute the second Monday. The resolution, 
under the rule, lies over for a year. 

Dr. W. H. Byrorp offered a resolution of thanks to Dr. Pinck- 
yey, of the United States Navy, for the able address delivered be- 
fore the Association on the first day of its sessiun, which was 
unanimously adopted. 

Dr. Ar.ee offered a resolution tendering the thanks of the As- 
sociation, and of the individual members, to the citizens of St. 
Louis for their hospitality and kindness; also, to the Directors of 
the various Railroads and officers of steamboats, for the generous 
manner in which they have tendered their kind offices, which was 
adopted. 

Dr. Wurre moved that a vote of thanks be extended to the late 
Publishing Committee for their best endeavors to serve the Asso- 
ciation, which was unanimously adopted. 

A resvlution offered by Dr. W. W. Hirt, about alcoholic drinks, 
was adopted and referred to the Committee on Nominativn, 

A resolution offered by Dr. C, B. Iveuxs, relating to speciality 
practice in Surgery, was on motion Jaid on the table. 

Dr. Wuire, from the Nominating Committee, reported to the 
Association the name of Dr. Biatcurorv, of New York, as Treas- 
urer, in place of Dr. Conpm, resigned. 

Dr. Biatcurorp declined acting in that éapacity. and the Com- 
ne subsequently reported the name of Dr. Woon, of New 

‘ork. 
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They also reported a special committee on Epidemics for the 
States of Virginia and North Carolina, with Dr. ll askins as chair- 
man; and also, the resolution relative to alcoholic drinks was re- 
ported back by them, referring it to a special committee, consisting 
of Dr. Mussry. 

Dr. W.5S. Enear offered a resolution in regard to the compound- 
ing of medicine, and recommending apothecaries to use different 
colored paper in putting up poisonous drugs, with an appropriate 
stamp upon it, in contredistinction to other medicines, 

Dr. Bane, of Illinois, was elected a permanent member. 

A letter from Dr. Excecman, of St. Louis, was read, resigning 
his situation as chairman on one of the special committees, but the 
Association refused to accept it. 

The following resolution, offered by Dr. J. B. Luypsiey, was, on 
motion, laid on the table: 

Resolved, Tirat the too prevalent practice of Professors in Medi- 
eal Colleges of recommending their own writings and editings as 
text books for their students, is, in the opinion of this Association 
a serious evil, trammeling as it does, the student in his choice of 
books, and promoting the publication and circulation of works of 
inferior merit. 

A vote of thanks was returned to Dr, looker, Treasurer, pro. 
tem. 

Dr. Gross informed the Association that the second volume of 
the work of the late Pror. Drake, of Cincinnati, was now in the 
press at Philadelphia, and would be issued early in the present 
summer. The second volume he said was oa Practical Medicine, 
and will be entirely independent of the first. 

Dr. McPurerers announced to the Association that omnibuses 
would be in attendance at the Hall next morning at nine o'clock, 
to convey the members to the depot of the Pacitic Railroad, in pur- 
suance of the invitation tendered to them by the Directors. 

On motion the Association then adjourned sine die. 

In the evening the members sat down to a magnificent entertain- 
ment provided by the physicians of St. Louis, which ** passed off 
in a very orderly and satisfactory manner,” with toasts, speeches, 
poems, sturies, and songs, affurding to all present high gratitica- 
tion. 
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AMERICAN MEDICAL LITERATURE. 





Tne subject of American medical books was two or three times 
brought up at the late meeting of the Medical Association in St. 
Louis. One gentleman offered a resolution condemning the prac- 
tice of professors recommending as text books their own produc- 
tions; but the resolution was not adopted. Another resolution 
was adopted, appointing a committee to inquire into the causes 
which impede the growth of our medical literature, and report to 
the Association at its next meeting. The subject is one of much 
interest. No man actuated by proper feelings can be indifferent 
to the literary reputation of his country. It cannot be denied that 
for a long time we were in a state of literary vassalage to England 
and France altogether unworthy of our national character, and in 
the estimation of very many we are still far from having attained 
a position of independence, in this respect, becoming us as a peo- 
ple. No one can have forgotten the taunt of the Editor of the 
Edinburgh Review, put forth a few years ago— Who reads an 
American book?” Such a question would hardly be asked by 
any British reviewer now, but we think the time has co.ne when 
we should rely more upon ourselves and look less abroad for our 
professional literature, and should certainly exhibit much less sen- 
sitiveness than we have shown to the strictures of fureign critics, 
We incline to no embargoes; we would impose no restrictions 
upon the traffic in books, and we thank our brethren of other 
countries for every valuable emanation from their presses. Know] 
edge ought to be free, and we cordially welcome every good book 
that comes to our shores whatever be its birth-place. But are we 
just to ourselves in remaining so dependent upon the profession of 
other countries? Such a state of things must exist in the infancy 
of a people, but we have passed beyond that stage, and it does 
seem to us that we have arrived at a period when we onght to de- 
clare our literary independence and set up for ourselves. 

There is everything in the success of our native medical authors 
to incite to literary effort. Those books which have been written 
by American physicians have generally met with great favor, 
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The writings of Dr. Bensammn Rusn had a wide popularity, and 
were as much read by his countrymen as the productions of any 
cotemporary European writer. Eserte was as successful as any 
medical author of his day. Edition after edition of his works was 
called for during his lifetime, and at least one has been published 
since his death. The first work published by Cuapman, his The- 
rapeutics, attracted much attention and was generally read. Dun- 
Guison has been eminently successful as an author, and his col- 
league, Pror. Mees, has been hardly less so. Few books have 
had a more steady sale, or been more universally approved by 
the profession than the “ Dispensatory” of Woop & Bacue, and a 
later production of the former has taken its rank among the stand- 
ard works on the practice of medicine. Pror. Dickson, of Charles- 
ton, has produced works which have given him an enviable repu- 
tation, and are to be found widely distributed through the libraries 
of his brethren. Everybody knows how wide was the circulation 
of Wisrar’s Anatomy. Dorsey’s Surgery soon made its way into 
most of the medical libraries in the country, and Gisson’s Surgery 
has passed through numerous editions. The writings of Barrierr 
have met with universal favor, and have been profitable both to 
the author and his publishers. Horner, Gopman, Warren, the 
Becks, and Dewees have conferred honor upon their country by 
their labors, and an ample share of praise has been awarded to the 
productions of their pens. The great work of Dr. Drake, pre- 
pared at the expense of so much time and labor, was hailed by 
his brethren at home as a production which did honor to Ameri- 
can medicine, and has received the highest commendation of En- 
ropean critics. Our colleague and friend, Pror. Mitter, has 
abundant reason to be satisfied with his success as an author, few 
works on obstetrics having been more applauded than his Human 
Parturition. The success of another colleague has been great 
enough to satisfy any ordinary ambition. While Craicm’s Patho 
logical Anatomy was nearly twenty years reaching a second edi- 
tion, and Anprat’s, we believe, has not yet attained to that stage, 
a second edition of the Pathological Anatomy of our friend, Pror. 
Gross, was called for in less than six years after the appearance 
of the first. 

All in the course of these writers has not run smooth; there has 
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been enough of censure to take off the curse resting upon him of 
whom ‘all speak well.” For example, a very small, and very 
malignant, and somewhat disappointed critic, bas lately spoken of 
the lamented Drake as “a babbling historiographer who had spent 
most of his lire in running about the country, collecting its medi- 
cal gossipry.” But these small, malignant critics, prompted as 
they are by personal spite, injure none but themselves. The pro- 
fession turns contemptuously upon them and demands, what have 
they done for the medical literature of their country? Their voices 
are very feeble amid the general applause. The past and the 
future are alike full of encouragement and promise for American 
medical writers. 

As to the objection urged against the recommendation by pro- 
fessors of their own works as text-books, we confess that we do 
not perceive its force. Nothing seems to us more natural than 
that the book of the teacher should be the one used as a text-book 
by his pupils. If his book is uot worth reading, it may be doubt- 
ed whether his lectures are worth hearing. In Germany, we be- 
lieve, it is the custom of professors to prepare ‘“‘ hand-books” for 
their students, and we never heard the practice condemned as 
evincing a want of modesty in those learned men. 





UNIVERSITY OF LOUISVILLE. 





Ir was announced by us, some months ago, that Pror, Smtman 
had resigned the chair of Medical Chemistry and Toxicology in 
the University of Louisville. We have the pleasure to inform our 
readers that the vacancy thus created has been filled by the elee- 
tion of J. Lawrence Surtu, M. D., formerly of Charleston, South 
Carolina, and lately Professor of Chemistry in the University ot 
Virginia. Pror. Smrru is extensively known as a successful cul- 
tivator of chemical science. His researches, both in chemistry 
and mineralogy, have been numerous and important. Although 
now devoted to chemistry as a pursuit, he was regularly educated 
for the profession of medicine, his acquaintance with which will 
enable him to point out to his students the many intimate relations 
of chemistry to medical science. It is his intention to settle per- 
manently in this city where, before he was elected to this chair in 
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the University, he had erected a laboratory for the purpose of pur- 
suing his scientific investigations, Pror, Smrrn, we have no doubt, 
will prove an acceptable teacher, while as a practical, working 
chemist, and gentleman of varied, profound science, he is an acqui 
sition to the city. 


From Pror, Firt’s letter, which forms an interesting part of 


our present neibide: fe it will be seen that this gentleman is pursuing 
his medical observations with great industry and zeal in the hos- 
pitals of Paris. He writes to his colleagues in the University, 
that he will have it in his powerto make valuable additions to the 
Anatomical Museum from the rich collections of the French capi- 
tal. Le will return to Louisville about the beginning of October. 


TENACITY OF LIFE IN THE INFANT. 





Tue following case illustrative of the remarkable tenacity of life 
in a human infant, is communicated to us by Dr. Joun Lyasnit, 
of Oak Grove, Mississippi :— 

“A negro girl, about sixteen years of age, near this place, was 
delivered of a child on the night of the 1zth of May; the child 
was born in the woods, and the mother being alune threw it 
away. It remained in this situation until the morning of the 14th, 
perfectly naked, exposed to the sun during the day and to a flood 
of rain at night. When found it was as cold as a fish, and so re- 
mained for several hours. The time was not less than thirty-six 
hours during which it lay naked, without food in the open air, and 
yet it is still alive at the end of a fortnight, and | believe, duing 
well.” 


NEALTHU OF THE CITY. 





Lovisvite continues healthy, tour the season, which has been 
wet, and is now exeessively hot. If any cases of cholera have 
originated in the city, they have thus far been few and scattering. 
Dysentery prevails to some extent, with diarrhea, cholera morbus, 
and cholera infantum. There is plainly a tendency to bowel com- 
plaints, as might be expected in such weather. Cholera is report- 
ed to have appeared in many places, in this State and in Tennessee, 
but we do not hear that it is anywhere committing such ravages 
as attended the march of the disease in former years. 
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Heapacne AND ITs VaRretres.—By Patrick J. Murpny, M. D. 
-——How often in practice do we feel the truth of an observation of 
the late Dr. Graves, that “‘no cases prove more troublesome to 
the practitioner, and for none is he more frequently consulted, 
than the headaches of young women.” It is now some years since 
I read a paper before one of our medical societies, giving a slight 
sketch of the symptoms and treatment of the more prevalent forms. 
Daily observation has confirmed my belief that the doctrine then 
advanced is in the main correct. As an abstract of the paper ap- 
peared in the columns of one of our weekly periodicals, and as it 
was considered worthy of being re-published in Ranking’s Wa/f- 
yearly Abstract, I should not have been tempted to enlarge upon 
the subject, but for a remarkable sentence in the second volume 
of Graves’ ‘Clinical Lectures on the Practice of Medicine,” p. 
552, where, speaking of dry cupping, he observes:—*I have in a 
previous lecture referred to its effects on the headaches of young 
ladies. Now these are varied and numerous beyond conception, 
generally comected with some menstrual irregularity and derange- 
ment of the intestinal canal, and forming a class of disorders which 
would require a good monograph, more than any other I know of. 
Many practitioners get into disgrace with ladies on this account, 
and, as a natural consequence, with the community in general.” 

The cause and seat of the more ordinary headaches, especially 
in young ladies, are, according to my experience, by no means so 
obscure, and it tends to confirm the correctness of my views, that 
the treatment adopted has seldom failed to afford relief. 

Headache is one of those complaints for which we are almost 
daily consulted, If an aged person be the sufferer, the patient 
becomes alarmed, and the practitioner is kept in a continual state 
of anxiety while it exists; and if it arises in childhood, and is per- 
sistent, it is dreaded as an insidious symptom of hgleennabhaben 
The discrimination of one form from another seems still difficult, 
and the treatment is consequently confused, unsatisfactory, and 
therefore in many cases injurious. With our present knowled 
of anatomy and physiology, the pathology of headache should S 
more exact. The fact is, practitioners have been misled by the 
multitudinous causes to which headache has been attributed; and 
hence if there be a temporary functional derangement of a viscus 
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co-existing with headache, the disorder of the head is believed to 
be sympathetic of the viscus, and the treatment, to use the mild- 
est term, is inefficacious. That there are varieties of headache, it 
is true; but that those which we are called upon usually to relieve 
are much varied, is not the fact. In nine cases out of ten the ex- 
traordinary and rare cases of headache are easily recognised. 
Take, for example, the headache originating from fungus hema- 
todes, or from scrofulous tubercle in the brain; in the former, 
incipient amaurosis rouses our suspicion; in the latter, other 
scrofulous affections always co-exist; and in the last case of the 
kind I saw, phthisis had already commenced. 

We have several classifications of headache. The best is that 
which divides them into the bilious, the nervous, the rheumatic, 
the gouty, &c. Yet how defective is the classification? I have 
never yet met a physician who could define what bilious meant, 
and least of all a bilious headache, although the term is stereo- 
typed. To lessen this confusion, and to check the ye Ape a 
cal mode of employing medical terms which convey only confused 
ideas, is my apology tor attempting a classification, and this clas- | 
sification shall include only the ordinary forms of headaches, for 
the extraordinary forms neither admit nor require to be classified. | 
The classification which follows is grounded solely on experience, 
and is limited to fire varieties:—the anemic, the congestive, the 
neuralgic, the rheumatic, and the periosteal. 

The first two have their source in derangement of the cerebral 
-cireulation, and hence the seat is intra-cranial ; the other three are 
extra-cranial, ‘To speak more plainly, two arise from disordered 
circulation, one from the nerves of the scalp, one from the fibrous 
structure, and one from the pericranium, which is also a fibrous 
structure. 

The most prevalent form of these headaches, at least in London, 
is the anemic, or that which is caused by a deficiency of blood | 
within the cranium. The next, congestive; then the neuralgic, 
or that identical with spinal irritation; next, the rheumatic, very 
seldom—a solitary symptom; and lastly the periosteal, almost 
always traceable to a mercurial course, or to an injury. To this 
simple classification we may in most cases restrict our attention ; | 
and as the three last have peculiar characters revealing themselves | 
on the slightest examination, the whole difficulty of diagnosis is 
confined, strange as the assertion may sound, to headaches arising 
from deficiency or excess of blood within the cranium. Circum- 
stances do however occur, which render a diagnosis difficult. 
The neuralgic may co-exist with the anemic, or incipient fever 
will change the anemic form of this day to the congestive of the 
next. The latter combination, or rather superseding, is not rare 
in young ladies, the anzemic form being so common in weak con- 
stitutions, and debility predisposing so much to attacks of feverish 
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colds. The doubt, however, is removed in a few days, when the 
fever declares itself, a correct diagnosis is then obtained, which 
almost always points out the successful treatment. The periosteal 
or rheumatic may co-exist with the congestive, and I once saw a 
puzzling case where the periosteal headache being severe and 
well-detined, there was also present the anemic form, the result 
of profuse menstruation and leucorrhwa. The anemic headache, 
being the most common and persistent, should be first described. 
Tue Anzuic Heapacne, 
Or headache from deficiency of blood, is the headache of debility. 
It is an invariable attencant on chlorosis. It is the most common 
form to which young growing females are subject. Debility arises 
from various causes :—loss of blood, whether by the lancet, epis- 
taxis, hemorrhoids, uterine hemorrhage, &c.; leucorrhcea, pro- 
longed lactation, chronic diarrhoea, profuse perspirations, over- 
exertions, innutritious diet. It is not unfrequent in young men 
who indulge too freely in smoking tobacco, nor is it, I regret to 
say, uncommon in both sexes from masturbation. Debility, the 
consequence of any of these causes, is attended with headache, 
and this being frequently the most prominent and distressing 
symptom, we are consulted for this alone, and any doubts as to 
the true nature of the headache are easily removed, for, on inquiry 
we find it co-exists with many, and even occasionally all, of the 
following symytoms :— 

Symptoms.—The pain or rather ache is referred to the forehead 
and vertex, in a line more or less with the sagittal suture; it is 
usually described as a swimming or vertigo; it is relieved in the 
recumbent position, and emma by remaining long in the upright 
posture, or by any additional cause of weakness; no matter how 
severe it may be before bed-hour, the patient is tolerably free in 
the morning, just previous to getting out of bed; if the weakness 
be excessive, there is, on suddenly rising, a tendency to and some- 
times actual syncope, or a temporary giddiness compels the suf- 
ferer to cling to the bed-post for support, and, as might be sur- 
mised, it is occasionally followed by nausea, but actual vomiting 
is very rare. 

Vision also suffers, motes or muscse volitantes dim the sight, 
and towards night, the feebleness having been increased from the 
exertions of the day, to some persons, while reading, the letters 
appear to be so intermingled that the occupation must be deferred 
for some moments. Complete amaurosis, preceded by headache, 
has followed the debility of prolonged lactation or hemorrhage ; 
the face is generally pale, but not necessarily so; the eyes are 
sunk; there is the dark semicircle beneath the lids ; the surface 
chilly; the feet cold, and, as a consequence, occasional cramps in 
the lower extremities during the night; in very delicate females 
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there is slight cedema of the ankles, for the shoe which fitted 
easily in the morning is felt too tight at night, if there has been 
much standing; palpitation of the heart, and breathlessness and 
faintings on slight exertion; disturbed sleep, attended with night- 
mare or unpleasant dreaims, varied by profound sleep of eight or 
twelve hours’ duration; sinking at the epigastrinm; sudden desire 
for food, which, if not quickly appeased, soon ceases, leaving a 
languidness; bowels rather constipated; fits of sighing, gaping, 
or yawning; an unaccountable depression of spirits, which, in 
young females, is attended with involuntary shedding of tears; 
disinclination for exertion; easily exhausted by conversation or 
reading aloud; pulse feeble; lips pallid; tongue flabby, bloodless, 
expanded, and indented at its edges by the teeth; mammee cold; 
nothing positive can be said with regard to menstruation; in 
chlorosis it is scanty or altogether absent, but menstruation once 
established, the headache and other symptoms are more often 
caused by menorrhagia and profuse lencorrhcea; if copious per- 
spirations take place, the debility is more marked, but cramps and 
a few other symptoms are not then present. In very severe cases 
there is the venous murmur in the neck, or “Aruzt de diable,” 
cedema of the ankles, and sometimes anasarca of the legs. The 
bruit de soufflet may be sought tor when palpitations are exces- 
sive. 

Numerous and apparently antagonistic as these symptoms are, 
we occasionally meet them combined, and more or less modified. 
Inquiring into their origin, excluding the cause of the debility, we 
find them traceable to the central organ of the circulation. This 
muscle, in common with the voluntary muscles, is enfeebled from 
similar causes; when enfeebled it is unable to propel the blood as 
usual, it becomes what I should call a flaccid heart, or, as termed 
by Dupuytren, to whom this combination of symptoms was fami- 
liar, ““rélachement du coeur.” 

Admitting the doctrine that this form of headache and its con- 
joined symptoms are the consequences of the contractile power of 
the heart being weakened, this explanation is not difficult. 

Headache.—This variety is known as cephalea, vertigo, megrim 
or giddiness. Its history shows that it arises from a deficiency of 
blood within the cranium. It is relieved in thee recumbent, and 
increased in the erect posture. The sensation may be most annoy- 
ing on retiring to rest, yet on awaking in the morning it is either 
altogether gone or very much less. Rest, generous diet, and 
stimulants oppose its encroachments; exertion, diet small in quan- 
tity and bad in quality, great loss of the fluids from diarrhea, 
perspiration, lactation, epistaxis or leacorrhaa, add to its intensity. 
The mind even may become unsound, for it is not uncommon to 
meet with mothers in the lower classes of lite, who, compelled by 
necessity to toil all day, deprived of rest at night by the cries of 
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their infants, unable to obtain sufficient nourishment, and hourly 
drained by lactation, whose symptoms, beginning with this variety 
of headache, are soon preyed upon by low spirits, succeeded by 
the deepest melancholy; and, if now closely questioned, they will 
confess they are continually apprehensive of imbruing their hands 
in the blood of that very offspring for whose welfare they have 
sapped the foundations of body and of mind. The records of the 
daily papers unfortunately too well testify that in many pitiable 
cases I have not overcolored the picture. A suicidal tendency is 
also an attendant idea in other extreme cases. What an intense 
headache follows uterine hemorrhage! the slightest noise is un- 
endurable, and the head cannot be raised trom the pillow without 
inducing syncope. 

Dimness of Vision, a symptom seldom absent in cases even 
moderately advanced, as it occurs occasionally only, seldom con- 
tinues more than a few seconds, and is not very annoying; it will 
not be alluded to by the patient unless inquired after by the phy- 
sician. When the headache is very severe, musce volitantes are 
noticed. It is identical with that temporary loss of vision prece- 
ding syncope. If the cause be not removed, functional amaurosis 
may follow, which, if treated by depletives, might be permanent. 

Vountenance, lips, and tongue pale—No proofs are required 
that paleness in parts naturally red must arise from a deficiency 
of blood only. 

The sunken eye and dark semi-circle beneath the eyelids are 
well known to denote a languid circulation, as well as some degree 
of emaciation. 

Coldness of the extremities, surface of body chilly.—These at- 
tendant symptoms, which are always present, corroborate the idea, 
that in the central organ of cireulation resides the primary cause 
of the headache, and the cther symptoms already enumerated. 
Fear and anxiety depress the action of the heart, and chill the sar- 
face of the body. The cold bath, which lessens so speedily the 
impulse of the heart’s action, if prolonged would rapidly abstract 
caloric from the body, and check its motions for ever. Cool the 
cutaneous surface, and you lessen the beats of the heart; lessen 
the beats of the heart by a mental emotion, or by digitalis, and 
you cool the cutaneous surface. Reverse the medal, and we dis- 
cover that whatever quickens the circulation diffuses warmth over 
the surface. 

Pa!pitation of the heart; feeble pulse; dyspnea on slight 
exertion.—Paljntation is either organic or functional. If the for- 
mer it is persistent, the pulse is strong and incompressible, and 
the heart beats with such force against the parietes of the chest as 
to be sensibly felt by the hand or ear when placed over the cardiac 
region. These symptoms are reversed when the palpitation is 
functional and from mere weakness; the pulse is languid and com- 
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pressible; the heart is quiet during repose, and disturbed only 
from mental excitement or physical exertion ; the impetus is feeble 
and diffused; and if the person lie in the recumbent position, and 
the heart be thus withdrawn from immediate contact with the 
walls of the chest, its beats are scarcely perceptible. 

Both the palpitation and dyspnoea are the effects of blood being 
poured more rapidly into the cavities than the heart in its then 
weakened state is able to expel. Of course we all know that mus- 
cular exertion forces blood to the heart, and therefore there is a 
demand on the organ for increased action termed palpitation, and 
not being able to empty its cavities completely and rapidly enough, 
there is an impediment to the entrance of the blood from the pul- 
monary veins and consequent pulmonary congestion which induce 
dyspneea, 

Cramps, which are very usual symptoms, have never been sus- 
pected to depend ona flaccid heart. A cramp arises when there 
as an impediment to the circulation of the blood in a vein 
which traverses the substance 7 a muscle. The heart therefore, 
when flaccid, not being able to keep up an active circulation, is a 
cause of cramp. The enlarged uterus, by pressing on the iliac 
veins, causes cramps in the same way. The severe pain of cramp 
is owing to the pressure which the muscular nerves endure. 
Cramps from a flaccid heart are only felt in bed, when the con- 
tractions of the muscles of the leg have ceased. The involuntary 
action of the muscle, although painful, is salutary, for muscular 
contractions are a great aid to the circulation. The cramps of 
cholera are also owing to the stagnation of the blood in the mus- 
cular veins. 

Disturbed sleep; dreams.—lf during sleep the free action of 
the heart be impeded, the sleep is broken, disturbed, and attended 
with unpleasant dreams. A person with a flaccid heart lying 
asleep on his left side, and thus checking the motion of the ribs, 
is almost certain to be annoyed with night-mare or unpleasant 
dreams. It is singular and inexplicable why these dreams should 
be always of a distressing nature; tumbling down, fire, drowning, 
or thieves, are the usual subjects. In organic diseases, sleep can 
scarcely be indulged in, unless in a semi-recumbent position, 
without the intrusion of these unpleasant dreams. We may there- 
fore conclude, that where headache co-exists with disturbed sleep 
and disagreeable dreams, we have to combat with a flaccid heart; 
nor can | recal to memory one well-marked case of chlorosis where 
those dreams were not acknowledged. 

Sighing, gaping, and yawning, are closely related to each 
other; they are natural and necessary acts to relieve precordial 
oppression. Ifthe attention be engaged, and the heart not acting 
strongly, the pulmonary veins are over-distended, and sighing— 
which is merely taking a deep breath, and calling the diaphragm 














1854.] Record of Medical Science. . 475 


into full action—becomes necessary to expand the pulmonary 
tissue. 

Sinking of the epigastrium is one of the most constant symp- 
toms. This symptom is difficult of explanation, but it seems anal- 
ogous to the sensation of hunger. Certain it is that food relieves 
and abstinence increases it. The appetite is craving; but with 
some ponents aithough there is great desire for food, yet hunger 
is easily appeased ; and if there be the slightest over-indulgence, 
distention, tympanitis, and borborygmi, follow. The tympanitis 
I have usually considered as the result of the muscular coats of the 
intestines and stomach partaking of the general weakness of the 
voluntary muscles, which thus yield readily to the gaseous pres- 
sure. The muscles, both organic and inorganic, are enfeebled, 
There is a wish for stimulants even by young females, and also by 
females who display almost every symptom of chronic gastritis, 
such as nausea, vomiting, and pyrosis. If, therefore, there be no 
pain on pressing the epigastrium, and the appetite and wish for 
stimulants are present, it would be mistaken practice to deplete or 
give hydrocyanic acid or other sedatives. 

(Edema of the ankles.—Many diseases produce this symptom, 
especially those which drain the system. In prolonged chlorosis 
it is not infrequent, and denotes a flaccid heart unable to exhaust 
the veins of their blood. To tbe same cause must be attributed 
this symptom co-existing with anwmic headache. It does not 
appear early, sometimes it is denied, although it will be admitted 
that towards night the shoes are too tight for the feet. In the 
delicate and relaxed female the plantar fascia readily yields to the 
effused fluid; but in more advanced age, and especially in those 
of once rigid fibre, I have been consulted for this symptom alone 
in the incipient.stage; for then there is severe pain along the’sole 
of the foot, which subsides if the recumbent position be adopted 
for a tew hours, returns when the upright posture is re assumed, 
and, if not properly treated, is not relieved until cedema explains 
the cause. In connexion with cedema of the ankles may be also 
mentioned enlargements of the liver and spleen. The increased 
volume of the liver is a well known effect of organic affections of 
the heart, especially of adherent pericardium, but has not been 
noticed, as far as my recollection goes, as a very common effect of 
a flaccid heart. In debilitated women, who have hada family, 
it is by no means uncommon to be consulted for a pain in the 
right hypochondrium; and if the side be examined while she 
stands, the practitioner is surprised to discover the liver two or 
three inches below its level. If, as is too often the case, it is pre- 
scribed for as chronic hepatitis, the constitution will be injured ; 
for it is merely venous congestion, and the appropriate remedies 
are chalybeates and quinine. 

Menstruation. if absent or deficient, will guide the physician 
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when his patient is a female, and warn him against depletion; but 
on the other hand, a frequent cause of headache is traceable to 
the debility arising trom profuse menstruation and Jencorrheea. 
The profession are certainly indebted to Dr. Bennet for first point- 
ing out to the practitioners of this country the intimate connexion 
there is between these symptoms and ulceration of the cervix uteri. 
But this ulceration or abrasion—for in many cases it is nothing 
more—must be curable by other means as well as by the applica- 
tion of nitrate of silver, as many unmarried females are restored 
to health by injections of acetate of zinc and the exhibition of sul- 
phate of quinine acidulated. When the heart becomes flaccid 
from innutritions diet or over-exertion, there is not sufficient blood 
to spare for menstruation; and, on the other hand, profuse uterine 
secretions weaken equally the voluntary and involuntary muscles. 

Unfortunately a great difficulty of diagnosis exists in our pro- 
fession when co existing symptoms arise from different diseases. 
The anemic headache may exist for years, and then have the neu- 
ralgic superadded, but this is not of so mach practical importance, 
as the remedies for the one form do not make the other worse; on 
the other hand a delicate female, long suffering from ansemia and 
its headache, is often attacked with fever, and the anemic is thus 
replaced by the congestive headache. If stimulants be now given, 
serious mischief may be the consequence, while, on the contrary, 
a practitioner who sees her for the first time may deplete too 
largely and produce a tedious convalescence. These mistakes can 
occur ouly on the invasion of the fever, for in a few days, the 
thirst, heat of skin, and loaded tongue, point out clearly what is 
to be contended with. Cupping or leeching will relieve the head 
for a few hours, but if the fever be ataxic a degree of prostration 
may be induced from which the patient can neyer be roused. I 
have never seen the anemic and rheumatic headache combined ; 
the combination is rare, but there is no reason why such may not 
occur. 

Treatment.—As debility not only attends, but is often the sole 
cause of this form of headache, the treatment must, of course be 
directed in accordance with this view. The diet is most important 
and the proper kind at once suggests itself; it should be nutritions, 
and as the muscular coats of the stomach and intestinal tube have 
lost their tone, or, more correctly speaking, have their contractile 
power weakened, common sense points that it should be easy of 
digestion. Animal food is indispensable; it may be taken twice 
aday. Mutton isto be preferred. Beef, unless stewed, lies heavy 
on the stomach of weak people. The lean of roast pork may be 
permitted; it is a variety, and digestible. The flesh of young 
animals is neither as nourishing nor digestible as those of mature 
age. Wild fowl, hare, or rabit, seldom disagree. Roast meat 
contains more nutritious matter than boiled, but either may be 
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taken according to the fancy of the patient. The richest soups 
and strongest jellies are in every way inferior to the meat from 
which they are produced ; even in a healthy stomach they cause 
flatulence and distension, and, @ fortiori, the weak stomach can- 
not escape. The more solid fish, such as sole, turbot, &c., may 
be permitted. Stewed eels are wholesome and agreeable. Oys- 
ters fresh, uncooked, and cut into three or four portions, never 
disagree. Vegetables, unless potatoes, should be cautiously used. 
Bread should be stale, nothing is more indigestible than fresh 
bread or buttered toast. An excellent evening meal can be made 
with tea and rusks, Of fruits, strawberries, raspberries, goose- 
berries, pears, peaches, and plums are agreeable and aperient; 
uncooked apples usually disagree. Nuts, almonds, and raisins 
frequently give rise to painful feelings in the stomach. There is 
a craving for stimulants, which ought to be indulged in modera- 
tion. Ale or porter may be allowed at dinner and supper; per- 
haps porter is preferable, as it usually contains a chalybeate. 
Bitter ale is useless. A glass of wine between breakfast and 
luncheon, with a biscuit, is always found grateful and invigora- 
ting. To alcoholic drinks the objections are self-evident, especi- 
ally when young females are the patients. Very delicate females 
are much benefited by breakfasting in bed. The meals should be 
light, and repeated whenever the faintness or sinking of the 
stomach is approaching. Many cases, however, will occur, more 
particularly in young men, where no directions for dict will be 
needed, almost all kinds of food being digestible. 

All causes of exhaustion should be guarded against. There is 
nothing more injurious toa flaccid heart than smoking, many 
cases being traceable to this cause alone. 

The medicine on which the greatest reliance may bé placed is 
iron. Fortunately, this remedy can be exhibited in various forms 
and combinations. The formulas in the Pharmacopeeia are as 
numerous as those of mercury. Griffith’s mixture is an excellent 
mode of prescribing iron, but as the myrrh is unpalatable and 
useless, it may be omitted; or a form for which we are indebted 
to Mr. Donovan may be more advantageously substituted ; it is as 
follows: pure sulphate of iron, one drachm; magnesia, ten grains ; 
purified sugar, one Ounce; rose or cinnamon water, eight ounces ; 
mix. This is a scientific prescription; and if the iron be free 
from red oxide, the green color is preserved for eight or ten days. 
The magnesia neutralizes the sulphuric acid, and converts the sul- 
phate into a protoxide. The sugar prevents decomposition, and 
it may be flavored with mint or peppermint water. In hospital 
practice it would be fuund most economical, and treacle might be 
used instead of sugar. In the hysterical female, infusion of vale- 
rian adds to its value; and if there be great sense of exhaustion, 
ammonia in combination is most beneficial. Persons will take 
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Pills who object to fluid medicines. The compound iron pill 
might be improved by using treacle and potash, which keep the 

ill soft; and my omitting the myrrh, which only adds to the size. 

f the cause of the debility be from leucorrhcea, preparations, or 
hemorrhage, the tincture of sesquichloride of iron, in doses of 
fifteen drops, three times a day, will be the most certain form to 
employ at first. Young unmarried females, from about their 
twenty-second year, are very subject to a chronic gastritis, or 
rather irritable stomach ; for these the best preparation is the car- 
bonate of iron, with sugar, of the Edinburgh Pharmacopeia. If 
the appetite is bad, sulphate of quinine may be combined with 
iron. The occasional constipation, which is caused by the loss of 
tone, the sulphate of zinc, with small doses of sulphate of strych- 
nia, relieves. In severe chlorosis, the crystallized citric acid aids 
the iron; and in scrofula,iodide of potash may be joined with the 
iron mixture. If there be a periodical neuralgia, the most effective 
form is the precipitate of carbonate of iron. In a severe case of 
chorea and anemic headache, Fowler’s solution of arsenic was 
combined with Donovan’s mixture, and in fourteen days both 
diseases were relieved permanently. When there is a tendency 
to cedema, and there is any objection to the tartrate of iron and 
potash, a chalybeate in another torm may be prescribed, and super- 
tartrate of potash taken as common drink. The bowels should be 
kept gently open by an electuary of senna or the compound rhu- 
barb pill. Friction over the cutaneous surface is very useful; in 
cold weather, the hands and feet ought to be well rubbed two or 
three times a day, to guard against the existence of chilblains, to 
which there is a great tendency in these constitutions. In a case 
of polypus growing from the fundus uteri, attended with profuse 
dischargés and anasarca of the lower extremities, chalybeates kept 
the symptoms in check, and relieved the severe headache, until 
the protrusion of the tumor permitted the application of a ligature. 
Minute directions for the treatment, however, are not necessary, 
for the form of headache being ascertained, the proper remedies 
are obvious.—London Lancet. 





TuerapevticaL Recorn.—Angina Pectoris.—M. Carriere (Bull. 
de Thérap., i. p. 7) has recommended the inhalation of chloroform, 
at the commencement of the paroxysm. Duchenne (Ibid.), in ad- 
dition to this measure, has employed with advantage the * electro- 
cutaneous excitation” in the mammary region. 

Cataract.—M. Lopez (Bull. Gén. de Thérap., 1854, ii. p. 89) has 
employed with advantage iodide of potassium taken internally, 
and vesication on the temples, in cataract. The treatment was 
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persevered in for five or six months, and in three cases out of four 
was productive of great benefit. 

Chloroform.—Dr. Hardy (Dublin Journal, Nov.,) relates cases 
to show the efficacy of chloroform vapor directed upon the part in 
uterine affections. The vapor is applied by means of an instru- 
ment consisting of a metallic chamber, to one end of which a pipe 
with a valve is attached to the gum-elastic bottle. A sponge dip- 
ped in chloroform is placed in the metallic chamber, and then by 

yressing on the elastic bag, the vapor is expelled through the pipe. 
n cases of carcinoma and simple ulceration of the os uteri, this 
plan appears to be very efficacious; but it is useful also in pruri- 
tus pudendi, in sore nipples, and in other painful affections of the 
skin. M. Nelaton (Gaz. des Hép. and Med. Times and Gazette, 
March 4) relates a case in which the vapor of chloroform directed 
(by Hardy’s apparatus) upon an abscess in the axilla, produced 
complete insensibility, so that the entrance of the knife was unper- 
ceived. 

Diabetes Melitus.—Dr. Basham (Lancet, Jan.) relates two 
cases treated by the permanganate of potash, in doses of ten grains 
three times daily; the amount of urine was very slightly diminish- 
ed ; the sugar was augmented ; the other symptous were unaffected. 
Dr. Basham has employed alkaline treatment with advantage; the 
sulphate of soda was found to be useless. In one case opium was 
carefully administered, to the amount of three grains daily, but no 
striking effect was produced. 

Fever, Continued.—Dr. Brinton recommends at the commence- 
ment of fever, an emetic of ipecacuanha (f3j of the tincture); after- 
wards a stimulant plan is adopted, consisting of the administration 
of small quantities of brandy with water, beef, tea, &c. In great 
abdominal pain and tympanitis, turpentine stupes and enemas are 
used. (Forthe enema the following prescription is given :—Spirits 
of turpentine, minims xxx; tincture of catechu, 3ij; tincture of 
opium, minims xv; decoction of starch, 3ij.) The rate of mortal- 
ity was 10-4 per cent. 

Fever, Intermittent.—Dr. Harting (Schmidt's Jahrb., 1853, ix.) 
has employed quinoidine with alcohol and sulphuric ether in ague, 
and, from twelve years’ experience, states that it is superior to 
common quinine. He considers the ae to be an amor- 
phous quinine, (an opinion which has been strongly opposed by 
Muller.) Dr. Castiglioni (Ibid.) has used the tannate of cincbona ; 
it requires to be given in larger doses than quinine, but is much 
less expensive. 

Fever, Typhoid.—M. Vrancken has recommended in typhoid 
fever, ablutions with vinegar and water. M. Van Dromme (Rev. 
Med. Chir., Jan. 1554,) has employed this treatment largely, and 
with great success. He uses one part of vinegar to three of water, 
applied with a sponge over he whole body night and morning. 





a 


char IPSS 


-— eee 


ik 





480 Record of Medical Science. (June, 


The diet is very low; pure or slightly acidulated water is per- 
mitted to be drunk ad libitum. Of twenty cases treated in this 
manner, one died. M. Vrancken also employed the acetate of 
ammonia internally; but this is regarded as useless by M. Van 
Dromme. Chomel has also recommended the vinegar ablutions. 
M. Mazade (Rev. Med. Chir., Feb., p. 95, et Rev. du Midi.) has 
employed the sulphate of quinine, in doses of 15} grains daily, in 
seventy-one cases of typhoid fever, and comes to the following 
conclusions:—That this remedy is eminently useful when the 
fever assumes a remittent form; that it is also useful, but less so, 
when there are less regular remissions; that it is seldom useful, 
and often hurtful, in typhoid fever of continued type. M. Dupré 
(same journal) thinks that quinine is useful in continued typhoid 
fever, when of very adynamic type. 

Gonorrhea.—Dr. Boinet (L’Un. Méd., Sept.,) speaks highly of 
the effect of tincture of iodine when applied to the mucous mem- 
brane of the vagina in the gonorrhea of women; a single appli- 
vation was sometimes sufficient. At the same time a solution of 
equal parts of tincture of iodine and water was injected into the 
urethra, but was not allowed to penetrate into the bladder. Dr. 
Buinet has employed the local application of iodine in inflamma- 
tions and ulcerations of other mucous membranes, and with great 
success. 

Gout.—Dr Goolden (Med, Times and Gaz., Nov.) uses with 
good effect, as a local application, spirits of wine. The relief to 
the pain is said to be sometimes very great. In the same journal 
the utility of an old remedy, the carbonate of soda, as a local ap- 
plication in gout and rheumatism, is referred to. A drachm of 
the carbonate is mixed with a hot bread poultice, and applied over 
the joint. 

Lead Poisoning.—Dr. Goolden (Lancet, Dec.) records a case of 
lead-palsy successtully treated by the iodine of potassium and by 
galvinism. After the commencement of the treatment the urine 
was examined for lead by Dr. Gladstone, who believes that lead 
was present, though the examination was not perfectly decisive. 
Dr. J. R. Nicholson (Lancet, Jan.) relates a case of lead-colic and 
valsy successfully treated by iodide of potassinm and galvanism. 

he urine was examined for lead before treatment, without any 
being detected; during treatment, however, the lead passed off 
abundantly in the urine. 

Menorrhagia.—I\n cases of abundant menstrual flow without 
physical uterine lesion, Dr. Tanner speaks highly of the effect of 
tincture of cinnamon, in drachm doses in cinnamon water every 
six hours. 

Neuralgia.—Periodic neuralgia of the face and head have lately 
been common in Paris, and have occasionally withstood the action 
of quinine. M, Aran (Ball. Gén. de Thér., 1854, ii. p. 84) has 











ae 


a) 


ee, ee a 


——— li 





1854. ] Record of Medical Science. 481 


employed in such cases the aconite in large doses. The prepara- 
tion employed was the extract of the French Codex. 

Perchloride of Iron.—As it is possible that some of our read- 
ers may be disposed to experiment with this substance, in the 
treatment of vascular tumors, we may remind them that the 
strength of the solutions used in France is regulated according to 
the degrees of Baumé’s hydrometer. Thus, a solution is said to 
be 45° or 30°, and soon. Nom, a solution of 45° (Baumé), 50° 
Fahrenheit, is of the specific gravity 1-455; one of 36°=sp. gr. 
1-26; one of 20°=sp. gr. 1-16; and one of 15°=sp. gr. 1-114. 
It has been shown, by M. Burin du Buisson, (Bull. Gen. de Thér. 
t. xlvi. p. 73), that to obtain a solution of 15°, it is not sufficient 
to add two parts of water to one of a solution at 45°, but it re- 
quires more than two and a half parts of water. He finds that 100 
parts of the solution at 45° (sp. gr. 1-455), contain 43 parts of per- 
chloride of iron, and 57 of water. Moreover, he states that a care- 
ful estimate of the strength of the several solutions, gives this 
general result—5 parts of the solution at 45° equals 10 parts at 
30°, 15 parts at 20°, and 20 parts at 15°—sv that any given 
quantity of the solution at 45° may be easily converted into either 
of the other strengths. 

In the absence of our Surgical Report in this number, we may 
mention that some better success has attended the use of the per- 
chloride of iron in the treatment of aneurism, since the introduc- 
tion of the question, in November last, at the Academy of Medi- 
cine in Paris. It was then stated by M. Malgaigne, that out of 
11 cases, 4 had proved fatal, and 5 or 6 had tailed. A successiul 
case, however, was then mentioned, in which M. Valette had 
cured a false aneurism of the brachial artery by injecting a larger 
quantity of solution at a higher strength than advised by M. Pra- 
vaz. lle used fifteen drops at a strength of 30° Baume, and was 
careful to compress the artery, for some time, above and below the 
point of injection. The patient has since died of some other 
disease. The artery was obliterated; and the sac of the aneurism 
filled with firm clot containing particles of chloride of iron. 

Experiments in the zygomatic, external plantar, and carotid 
arteries of the horse, have been made by MM. Debout and Leblanc, 
with success, and without any bad consequences.) They employed 
at last, a solution at 15°, and insist on the necessity for tempora- 
ry compression of the vessel. The perchloride solution has also 
been injected into varicose véins by M. Follin, and into a venous 
tumour (query erectile) by M. Giraldis, both with success, It has 
also been employed, by M. Thierry, externally upon varicose veins, 
and varicose ulcers, as well as in a case of lupus of the face, and 
in another of nevus. In all cases the results were good. Where 
the epidermis is entire, a blister is first applied. Finally, the 
solution has been applied to internal hemorrhoids; and, with 
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complete success, by M. Miergues, in a case of fistula in and com- 
municating with the bowels. We shall await further trials with 
this agent, and consider the subject again hereafter. 

Phosphate of Lime.—M. Mourié’s (Compte-rendu de l’Acad., 
Jan.) states that in the French towns the food is deficient in phos- 
phate of lime. He affirms this after examination of the food and 
of the urine of women; the ingestion and egestion of this sub- 
stance are diminished by a fourth. He also affirms that in the 
milk of nursing women, fed on this diet, there is a great deficiency 
of phosphate of lime, and consequently the children born in the 
great cities are insufficiently nourished. He recommends, there- 
fore, the administration of phosphate of lime, and in nursing 
women he has given it with benefit to the amount of 3iii per diem. 
[M. Monrié’s conclusions appear to be based on an insufficient 
number of observations, but they accord with the researches of 
Beneke, (Zur Phys. und Path. des Phosphorsauren Kalks, Gétt., 
1850), who has also rendered extremely probable the relation of 
phosphate of lime to the formation of cells.] 

Pityriasis Capitis.--Dr. May, (Lancet, Sept.) recommends a 
lotion of biborate of soda (3ss.), camphor (3ij.), and water (3xxxij.). 
Twice a week the scalp is gently wiped with a soft flannel satura- 
ted with the solution. M. Duplex (Lancet, Oct.) advises the 
nitrate of mercury ointment, mixed with a little olive oil, to make 
it more manageable. Mr. O'Connor (Lancet, Oct.), who has tried 
the biborate of soda without effect, recommends washing the head 
in cold water, and the administration, by the mouth, of the ses- 
quicarbonate of soda in some bitter infusion. Mr. Wingar (Lan- 
cet, Oct.) speaks highly of the following lotion:—fresh sulphuret 
of potassium (3j), water (Ziij); to be used daily. 

Phthisis. M. Piorry (Bull. Gén. ne Thér., 1854, ii. p. 86) has 
employed, in 31 cases of phthisis, inhalations of iodine. About 
thirty grains of iodine are placed in a large jar with a wide open- 
ing, and the patient places the mouth over the opening, and inhales 
deeply one or two hundred times in the twenty-four hours, or even 
more often than this. At other times a larger quantity of iodine 
is exposed in the room, so as to impregnate the atmosphere. M. 
Piorry declares that not only are the cough, expectoration, &c., 
improved, but that the signs on percussion (of which method M. 
Piorry is, as is well known, an ardent votary) also improve. The 
editor of the ‘* Bull. de Thér.” expresses doubts of the validity of 
these conclusions. 

Pneumonia.—In old decrepit persons, in tuberculous subjects, 
in those who are suffering at the time from diarrhea, Dr. Fielding 
(Schmidt’s Jahrb., 1853-4, ix.) recommends acetate of lead (three 
to six grains) with digitalis and opium. Heusinger (Deutsche 
Klinik, 1853, xxiv.) has employed digitalis at the very commence- 
ment, or after one or two doses of tartar emetic. In twenty-four 
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to thirty hours the physiological] effects of the digitalis appear—viz: 
weakness, purging, vomiting cold moist skin, slowness and inter- 
mission of the pulse, &c. When thess symptoms appear, the 
pneumonie process is arrested, and in a few hours resolution com- 
mences. The digitalis is given as infusion, in moderate doses, 
every hour or every two hours. M. Aran (L’Union Médicale, 
September, et Bull. de Thérap.) has employed veratrane in inflam- 
a affections, in typhoid fever, in acute rheumatism, and es- 
pecially in pneumonia. M. Aran had employed veratrine in 
rheumatiem after the manner of Piedagnel and Troussean (vide de 
Thérap. Record, July, 1853, p. 282), and being struck by the 
enormous decrease in the rapidity of the pulse (from July 1/2 to 
64), determined to employ the medicine in pheumonia. Six cases 
are related. One died; the rest were rapidly cnred. After 5, 10, 
or 15 milligrammes (one-fourteenth, one seventh, and two-sevenths 
of a grain) of veratrine given in divided doses, the general symp- 
toms began to abate. The effect on the pulse was eitseniehy 
marked ; it fell in an extraordinary way. The number of respira- 
tions diminished; the action on the nervous system was marked 
by extreme debility, prostration, seems of the face, &e. M. Aran, 
however, does not pronounce exclusively in favor of this treatment 
but would employ it in obstinate cases. He gives five milligram- 
mes (one-quarter of a grain) every four or six hours the first day, 
and in gradually lessening quantity the three succeeding days. 

Priapism.—Dr. Debont (Gaz. des Hép., 1853, p. 61) calls at- 
tention to the efficacy of the tincture of hops, in priapism. The 
effect seems heightened by combining sugar with it. 

Ptyalism.—Dr. Erpenbeck (Schmidt’s Jahrb., 1853, p. ix.) re- 
lates a case of severe mercurial salivation arrested by the internal 
use of belladonna. The salivation returned when the remedy was 
discontinued, and was again checked by it. 

Sciatica.—Mr. Hancock believes that most cases of sciatica are 
caused by pressure on the nerve within the pelvis, either by accu- 
mulation in cecum and colon, or by tumors. He recommends 
croton oil internally to remove fiecal accumulations, in doses of 
half a drop combined with blue pill. Quinine is to be given after 
the croton oil has fully operated. 

Spermatorrhe.—Dr. Laroche (Bull. Gén. de Thér., 1854, II. p. 
76) records a case of spermatorrheea treated with success by digi- 
talis, as recommended by Corvisart. The dose is one or two grains 
of the powder of the plant, gradually elevated to eight grains, 

Spleen, Tumor of.—In a case of splenic tumor, Dr. Gurtrac 
(L’Un. Méd., 1853, No. 69) has employed the sulphate of manga- 
nese with good effect, in doses of one to one and a half grains 
twice a day, in the form of pill. 

Strabismus.—Du Bois Reymond (Muller’s Archiv. and Bull. 
Gén. de Thér. 1854, IL. p. 95) recommends the stereoscope for the 
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cure of squinting. The principle is the same as in the case of the 
prismatic spectacles, advised by Mr. Spencer Wells. 
Syphilis.—Dr. Heyfelder (Medical Times and Gazette, Oct.) 
has employed the bichromate of potash in secondary syphilis, with 
good effect. The dose is two-thirds of a grain daily for a few days 
and then the quantity is gradually increased to three and four 
grains, until altogether about 130 grains have been taken. 
Tape-worm.—Dr. Mackinnon (Indian Annals of Med. Science, 
No. 1., p..254) recommends a remedy called in Northern India 
the “ Kameyla,” and used as a vermifuge for dogs. He has given 
it in 16 cases, and finds it more useful than turpentine or kousso. 
The dose is two or three drachms, which purges rather copiously. 
The * Kameyla” is a powder attached to the fruit-capsule of an 
Euphorbiaceous plant, the ‘* Rothera Tincturia;” it is brushed off 
and collected when the fruit is dry; its price is moderate. 
CVicers.—In callous ulcers, Mr. Hainworth has successfully 
adopted the plan of paring away the ring of hard condensed cuti- 
cle which surrounds the old ulcer. The operation is painless, for 
the euticle is sliced off without the cutis being wounded. 
Vomiting.—MM. Clertan and Galante (Bull. Gén, de Thér., ii. 
p. 91) have employed, in cases of obstinate chronic vomiting which 
had resisted all other treatment, capsules containing sulphuric 
ether. In a case of apparently hysterical vomiting, which is rela- 
ted as evidence, ether taken in the ordinary way did no good, but 
the disengagement of the ether in the stomach was at once suc- 
cesstul.—Medico-Chirurgival Review. 





